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“Partners for Innovation”

Global Standardization Collaboration Intensifies

Sophia Antipolis, France, 2nd September 2005

The world’s leading telecommunications and radio standards organizations met, from the 28th August to the 2nd September 2005, to promote innovation and collaboration on next generation standards for converged fixed/mobile communication services. The Tenth Global Standards Collaboration meeting (GSC-10), including a User Workshop, was hosted by ETSI in Sophia Antipolis, France.

Key milestones of GSC included: 

· The China Communications Standards Association (CCSA) was warmly received as a new Participating Standards Organization (PSO) in the GSC by the 100 participants from 9 regional standards organizations and the ITU,

· The GSC re-affirmed its commitment to the standards collaboration initiatives on Next Generation Networks launched at GSC-9. These are promoting seamless interoperability within and between converged fixed and mobile networks offering users security and quality of service as well as expanded features and applications. In addition, Home Networking was recognized as increasingly important to users, as playing a key role in NGN, and thus as a topic for promoting cooperation. 

· As the issue of "open standards" is gaining attention on a global scale, GSC has agreed, in a resolution, on fundamental elements that should be included in the definition of an "open standard".
· Standardization on third generation (3G) wireless communications will continue along its current path, thereby ensuring the smooth transition of specifications towards systems beyond 3G. 

· The User Workshop was a great opportunity to exchange more detailed information on user requirements and the related standards that are being developed on a worldwide scale for the benefit of the users. The workshop focussed especially on the role of users in standardization policy and their requirements to ensure “Accessibility for All” to ICT technologies and to the standardization work.

Francisco da Silva, GSC#10 Chairman, said: “Innovation is at the heart of progress in communications.  This GSC meeting has once again brought together standards leaders from all over the world to further cooperation towards global standards that will create innovative new services in areas ranging from networks inside the home, to converged fixed and mobile voice, video and data applications, to security and accessibility for all users.  The positive and proactive spirit of collaboration towards these ends has been truly impressive”.

The Global Telecommunications Standards Collaboration (GTSC-3) and Global Radio Standards Collaboration (GRSC-3) meetings are a vital part of the Global Standards Collaboration. The GRSC and GTSC meetings aim to establish objectives to accelerate the process of global telecommunication and radio standards development thereby promoting interconnectivity and interoperability. Specific resolutions on the following topics were agreed:


Next Generation Networks


Systems beyond 3G

Emergency Communications


Public Protection & Disaster Relief


Electronic Article Surveillance (EAS) & RF Identification Devices (RFID)

Home Networking

Cybersecurity

Broadband Services in Rural and Remote Areas



Wireless access including RLANs, Ad-Hoc Networking and Broadband Wireless Access


Intelligent Transportation Systems

Ultra Wide Band

Measurement Methodologies for Assessing Human Exposure to RF Energy 



Definition of Open Standards 

Intellectual Property Rights Policies

Radio Microphones

Other areas discussed were:

Location-based Services

Internet Protocol over Wireless

Software defined radio & Cognitive radio

Digital Broadcasting including mobile multimedia applications

Satellite services

Architecture, Protocols, End-to-End QoS, Network Management, Lawful/Legal Interception, Service Platforms and Interworking of Services for NGN

Karl Heinz Rosenbrock, ETSI Director General, said: “The positive message to the industry is that the standards development work essential for the introduction of innovative technologies into current and future networks is well co-ordinated and harmonized between the PSOs and ITU. This is extremely important to ensure timely introduction of 3G mobile networks and NGNs.  The evolution of the technologies will continue to be the key building block for the growth of fixed and mobile voice, video and data.” 

The GSC web site (http://www.gsc.etsi.org/) contains details of the meeting and the User Workshop. 

Participants at GSC-10 included the Australian Communications Industry Forum (ACIF), Association of Radio Industries and Businesses (ARIB) of Japan, the European Telecommunications Standards Institute (ETSI), the Alliance for Telecommunications Industry Solutions (ATIS) and Telecommunications Industry Association (TIA) from the US, the China Communications Standards Association (CCSA), the Telecommunication Technology Committee (TTC) of Japan, the Telecommunications Technology Association (TTA) of Korea, the ICT Standards Advisory Council of Canada (ISACC), and the International Telecommunication Union (ITU).

Guests and observers included representatives from the American National Standards Institute (ANSI), the Asia Pacific Telecommunity (APT), the Open Mobile Alliance (OMA) and the Sector Board 4 of International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC).

Background Information:

The Global Standards Collaboration is the latest in a series of such events that commenced in Fredericksburg, Virginia, in 1990.  Their goal is to promote informal linkage among senior officials from national, regional and international standards bodies in support of the work of the International Telecommunication Union.  The next GSC meeting in this series, including a User Workshop, has been scheduled for 28 May - 2 June 2006, and will be hosted by TIA in Chicago.

The GSC-10 meeting provided a framework for exchanging information, establishing objectives to accelerate the process of global telecommunication and radio standards development, and promoting interconnectivity and interoperability. 

More information is available at http://www.gsc.etsi.org/

