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As announced in TSB Circular Letter 71 of 3 February 2006, the TSB Director’s open consultation meeting on IPTV standardization took place in Geneva, 4-5 April 2006. 42 documents were submitted to the meeting which was attended by about 120 experts. The meeting was also webcast.
In a very fruitful and productive discussion it was highlighted that IPTV service has been deployed or is to be deployed in many countries; that there is an urgent need to increase the international effort on various issues, in particular, interoperability and a gap analysis of IPTV standards; that many ITU-T study groups have done work or have ongoing work on IPTV related topics; that various regional organizations have already accomplished a lot of work on IPTV; that ITU is an excellent place to initiate, coordinate and harmonize global activities for IPTV standards; that the involvement of other standards development organizations and fora working on IPTV is important; and that the relation between IPTV and NGN needs to be taken into account.

The meeting discussed what would be the most efficient and effective way for ITU-T to move forward (e.g. a focus group, a joint coordination activity, or a joint rapporteur group). The consensus reached by the meeting was to support the TSB Director to create, according to ITU-T Recommendation A.7, a focus group, the IPTV Focus Group (FG IPTV).
In addition to ITU Member States, Sector Members and Associates, FG IPTV meetings will also be open to any individual from a country which is a member of ITU who wishes to contribute to the work. This includes individuals who are also members of international, regional and national organisations according to ITU-T Recommendation A.7.
It is noted that, according to ITU-T Recommendation A.7, a parent study group shall be identified as soon as possible.

The meeting agreed on a mission statement and on a preliminary set of goals for FG IPTV.
“The mission of IPTV Focus Group is to coordinate and promote the development of global IPTV standards taking into account the existing work of the ITU study groups as well as Standards Developing Organizations, Fora and Consortia.”

The meeting developed the following goals of FG IPTV as a starting point:

· Definition of IPTV

· Identification of scenarios, drivers and relationships with other services and networks
· Identify requirements and define framework architecture

· Review and gap analysis of existing standards and ongoing works

· Identification of opportunities for ITU-T

· Identification of activities that ITU-T would encourage other organizations to pursue 

· Coordination of existing standardization activities

· Harmonization of the development of new standards

· Encourage interoperability with existing systems where possible

The first FG IPTV meeting will be prepared by an FG IPTV leadership team suggested by the TSB Director and subject to confirmation at the first meeting: Chairman Mr Ghassem Koleyni, Nortel, Canada; three Vice Chairmen: Mr Simon Jones, BT, United Kingdom; Mr Chae-Sub Lee, ETRI, Korea; Ms Duo Liu, China Academy of Telecom. Research, MII, China.

It is planned to hold FG IPTV meetings with a frequency of roughly every three months if justified by sufficient inputs.
The venue and date of the first meeting of FG IPTV will be announced shortly. It is tentatively scheduled to take place in Ottawa, Canada, 5-9 June 2006. According to ITU-T Recommendation A.7, the first meeting will also establish the FG IPTV working group structure.
For the first meeting, inputs on the following topics are sought:

· Architecture and Requirements

· Scenarios and drivers

· Requirements 
· Service definitions
· Architecture

· Relationships with other services and networks

· QoS and Performance Aspects

· QoS
· QoE
· Performance
· Traffic management

· Service Security and Contents Protection Aspects

· Digital Rights Management
· Content protection
· Security (e.g. conditional access)
· Authentication
· Authorization

· Network and Control Aspects

· Control protocol & signalling

· Naming, addressing, and identification aspects

· Routing and multicast session control 

· Content distribution

· End Systems and Interoperability aspects

· Implementation scenarios and applications
· Terminals
· Consumer domain (home & extensions)

· Remote management

· Middleware and Application Platforms

· Enhanced EPG, Channel and Menu Processing 

· DBM (Digital Broadcasting Middleware)

· Audio and Video coding

· Metadata 

· Content Discovery

All material including contributions to this meeting and the archive of the webcast are available at www.itu.int/ITU-T/IPTV. A new webpage dedicated to FG IPTV activities will be set up shortly. 

The TSB Director expressed his appreciation to all contributors and delegates to the meeting and thanked Cisco Systems to sponsor a cocktail. The TSB Director encouraged ITU-T Members and Associates, entities under ITU-T Recommendations A.4, A.5 and A.6 and external SDOs/companies to actively participate at the FG IPTV activities. He also welcomed and invited voluntary contributions such as hosting meetings outside Geneva.
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