
Excellencies, 
Respected speakers, 
Ladies and gentlemen, 
 
Good morning. 
 
Today, we are celebrating the 50th anniversary of CCITT/ITU-T. As Director of TSB, it gives me 
great pleasure to bear witness to this ceremony, for which I am very grateful. Please allow me to 
express my sincere thanks to the Secretary-General of ITU, Mr. Utsumi, to the Swiss Government 
and the Canton of Geneva, to our respected honorable speakers for their warm words for our 
anniversary and for their enormous efforts to join our event. Many thanks to you! 
 
Behind this 50th anniversary there are a lot of stories. It is clear to me that it is our members and 
their dedicated delegates with their brilliant ideas and proposals, their excellent spirit of 
international cooperation, their enthusiasm and the sacrifices they have made, together with their 
strong desire to support ITU and its work, which have made ITU such a success over these 50 
years. I would like to express our sincere appreciation and heartfelt thanks to the ITU Member 
States, Sector Members, Associates; and to all the delegates particularly those who have taken 
management roles in our studies. I wish to express my sincere thanks to all of you for your hard 
work and for the excellent results. You have left behind a valuable legacy in the form of the 
Recommendations which have been used to create today’s information society. I would also like to 
extend my appreciation to the families of our experts, for the great understanding and patience 
they have shown. ITU will always remember you all and these “50 years of excellence” are 
testimony your valuable contributions. 
 
Over fifty years, ITU has cooperated with many external SDOs. I would like to take this opportunity 
to express our appreciation to those ITU partners and friends for their excellent support and 
cooperation. 
 
Last but not the least, I would like to express my sincere thanks and appreciation to the TSB 
colleagues, to the ITU staff and to my colleagues in the ITU management team, to the retired staff 
including former elected officials, for their excellent work which has been always appreciated by 
the ITU Members. ITU cannot have achieved its reputation without the contributions of its 
dedicated staff.  
 
We are all pleased with the results of the past 50 years. However, it is more important for us to 
prepare our success for another 50 years, and even further into the future. I firmly believe, the 
world needs ITU and ITU is well equipped to meet the expectations, even surpass the 
expectations, of the world. I sincerely wish a long life for ITU and its members and its staff. 
 
Many thanks. 


