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6 October 2005


Charlie Sandbank

ITU JRG-1

Dear Mr. Sandbank,

I am please to report on recent activities of the DVB-MUG, which may be of interest to the ITU JRG-1.

The GEM terminal specifications continues at version 1.0, with minor bugfixes continuing to be applied.  An upcoming version of GEM, version 1.0.2, is currently in the process of being published by ETSI as ETSI TS 102 819 V1.3.1.  For broadcast targets that are in the domain of ITU-T and ITU-R, GEM version 1.0.2 has no major changes; the updates are of a detailed technical “bufixing” nature.

GEM 1.0.2 does have a significant feature over GEM 1.0.1 for non-broadcast targets.  GEM 1.0.2 contains profile definitions for packaged media targets.  The Blu-Ray Disc specification is a packaged media target of GEM; Blu-Ray players will be GEM compatible.  Though this does not require any action on the part of JRG-1, it may be of interest to some members.

Work has begun on a GEM version 1.1, which will be based on MHP 1.1.  This version of GEM will contain new features for broadcast, such as cable, satellite and terrestrial television.  When GEM 1.1 nears completion, JRG-1 might wish to consider this new version.  The set of desired features is still being finalized at this time; it is hoped that this feature list will be finalized in January of 2006.  Publication of GEM 1.1 is expected not before June of 2006.

DVB-MUG continues its activity and work, and welcomes input from JRG-1.








With kind regards,
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