ITU TELECOM YOUTH FORUM ASIA 2008 
DECLARATION OF THE YOUTH
The Vision
Our vision is a world which enjoys freedom of expression and connectivity for all. We believe in the development and expansion of ICTs; in keeping all doors to innovation open; and building upon positive human values. We, the youth of ITU ASIA 2008 YOUTH FORUM have identified a two dimensional approach for achieving our vision “to bridge the digital divide and use ICT in bridging coexisting divides concerning financial, educational, social, environmental, health and other issues.” 
The Action Plan

Promotion and enhancement of ICTs


Access and Infrastructure


We encourage the rapid expansion of ICT infrastructure and services to all people. We commit, as well, to seek creative solutions in expanding the benefits of ICT to all.

Policies and regulations

We invite the policy makers and regulators to open the telecom markets to competition through liberalization and privatization. We seek assistance from governments in encouraging the establishment of quality services at affordable prices. 
Awareness and training

We commit to provide access to ICTs in rural and underprivileged areas as well as to organize awareness programs to teach people how to use ICTs for their benefits. Such projects may be funded by the governments and non-profit organizations.
Development of user-friendly technologies, such as websites translated into its corresponding native language, shall be a part of our strategy. We shall take part in arranging ICT training camps with the assistance of the governments, ITU, the private sector and educational institutions.

Cooperation between the public and the governments

We shall seek to act as mediators between governments and the public by developing interactive websites, forums and organizing consultations so that members of the public may be able to voice their interests and receive timely response from government authorities.
We also invite governments to allow us, the youth, to take part in ICT related policy making.
Use of ICT for the welfare of the people

ICT for financial empowerment

We, the youth of ITU ASIA 2008 YOUTH FORUM, commit to inform people about the importance of ICT, including how it can be used for meeting critical requirements such as promoting business and providing e-banking services. We shall exert our best efforts to teach people the benefits and usefulness of ICT especially on remote and underprivileged areas, thus minimizing poverty and bridging the financial divide. 
In this regard, we aim to use ICT to provide online access for local traders and producers to the international markets.
ICT for Education
We propose that governments encourage universities to offer open course wares, promote long-distance education using the Internet, online lectures, video-conferencing links, online career counseling and online professional capacity building. We, the participants of the ITU ASIA 2008 Youth Forum, aim to contribute as much as we can by developing educational websites, video-documentaries, and on-line discussion forums.
ICT for Social Service

We will seek to develop means by which the Internet and mobile communication can be utilized to impart knowledge to all people on burning issues such as basic human rights, HIV/Aids, health and hygiene, environmental issues and micro-financing.
ICT for Conflict Resolution
We propose a promising use of ICT in bridging the divide between the people and the governments. Riots, violence and some other forms of terrorism are often caused by inefficient communication between governments, the people and among the people themselves therefore we plan to use ICT to provide an opportunity for everyone to express their views, resulting in positive dialogues, greater understanding and conflict resolution.

ICT for Disaster Management

The Asia Pacific region has had many disasters in recent years and there is a need for improved coordination for disaster preparedness. We urge all stake-holders, governments, industry, NGOs, the UN and particularly ITU to continue to work together to build more reliable infrastructure and affordable technologies that can survive extreme disasters. People must be educated about disaster management and the roles that various ICT technologies can play. We also emphasize the use of ICT for forecasting and early warning systems and improved coordination among countries. 

Conclusion
We, The Youth of ITU ASIA 2008 YOUTH FORUM, shall do everything in our power to contribute for the development of ICTs. To achieve this purpose, we propose that local youth forums be conducted in every country, in connection and under the guidance of ITU, so that more and more youth can bind with our existing human network and spread the knowledge being imparted to them. Lastly, we challenge ITU to continue to invest in the development of these young innovative minds who are the future of our world.
“Say yes to ICT”
PAGE  
1

