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ITU working on projects
in developing countries

THE International
Telecommunications  Union
(ITLp s working with India
and oiher developing countnies
on projects o achbeve lixed
mohile Aethork Convergence

This helps thind generation
(201 mobdle subscribers 10 use
fined networks as sccess links,
John Wisser, a senior telecom
expen with the TTL, said in
Doha vesterday.

Fixed-mobile convergence is
ideal for countries such as
India, which has m huge fixed
line metwork, I is expensive
for them to deploy 3G on a
countrywide scale, he told Crutf

1EN.

Fixed-mobile convergence
is one of the areas the ITU is
looking s, We hope that by
Nowvember we will be able to
approve the recommendations

on requirements for the fixed-
mohile convergence,” said the
Ouawa-based Visser

O reports that 30 technolo
gy has failed in many coun-
tries, he said these are untrue,

"Apprehensions about 306
are misplaced. 3G has not
failed, and this is o very defi-
nite statement. What has h.J'|:l
pened is that due to the indus-
iry  downturn, things have
slowed down a hil.

‘And that iy becapse the 30
operators in MNorth America
and Euwrope are putting their
finances in order after having
invested heavily on the 3G
communication facilities,” the
ITL expert said

Visser pointed out that 3G
de,p]::-:.'rn,g-nl i= fust tnking ploce
in Sowth Korea, Japan and
Cannda, among other coun-

tries. “I1 18 o revaolutionary
technology nd brings
immense benefits to the users.”

He said that Qatar would
immensely benefit from the
3G mobile service. The coun-
iry 15 smsall but resource-rich
*“It has a very developed com-
mymications  infrastructure as
wel],™

Visser said thai the mobile
systermn has cutnumbered fixed
networks in terms of the cus-
tomer base. For example. in
Japan, the number of mobile
users is abouwt TOmn as against
G0mn fixed line wsers.

He, however, does not
believe that 30 techmalogy will
render 20 pnd other communi
cation technologies defunct in
the next five years or wo.

“Ir will simply not be realis-
ne” Visser added
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Qtel to participate in ITU World 2003 expo

DOHA: Qatar Telecom will par-
ticipate in the International
Telecommunications Union
(ITU) . Telecom World-2003
exhibition and conference to be
held later this year, Hashim
Mustafawi Al Hashemi, execu-
tive director, group communi-
cations at the company, said
yesterday. The event will be
held from October 12 to 16 in
Geneva and Qtel plans tosend a
large, high-powered delegation
to the conference, he added.

He said Qtel's participation
in this seminar and expo high-
lights the excellent relationship
the company enjoys with the
ITU. "Qtel actively participates
in various ITU fora such as
those on telecommunications
standardisation, radio commu-
nications and telecommunica-
tions development,” Hashim
Mustafawi said, adding that
the hosting of ITU's ongoing
seminar in Doha highlighted
these relations.

Meanwhile, Krishna Kumar
Sirohi, divisional manager,

Switching, at India's Centre for
Development of Telematics (C-
Dot), who was in Doha to
attend the ongoing IMT-2000
seminar, said India plans to
converge its mobile and fixed
line networks to provide
extended Third Generation
(3G) mobile services through-
out the country. India, he said,
was leading the study of such
network convergence.

He explained that 3G sys-
tems might be installed only in
major cities like Bombay and
New Delhi, where consumers
could {aﬁﬂrd it. However, to
ensure that they continued to
get the service even while trav-
elling to other parts of the
country, such a convergence
was essential. Hence, a 3G sub-
scriber in India would auto-
matically be connected to the
system that provides it through
the local mobile or fixed
telecommunication network.

[brahim Al Haddad, coordi-
nator for Arab states at the ITU,
said the special assistance for

setting up mobile telephone
networks in Iraq would come
to an end shortly. He explained
that this rechnical assistance
was being provided by ITU
under the 'Oil for Food' deal
between the Saddam Hussein
regime and the United Nations.
With the lifting of sanctions,
this programme ceases to exist,
he added. However, tenders for
the establishment of two
mobile phone networks in Iraq
have already been floated by
the governing council there, he
added.

According to Haddad, estab-
lishing proper mobile phone
networks as well as telecom-
munications infrastructure in
Palestine was also proving diffi-
cult due to continued violence
in the country, which is under
Israeli occupation, As a result,
the ITU was finding it difficult
toc send communications
experts and technicians to help
build an efficient telecom infra-
structure there.

~THE PENINSULA
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IT, telecom future In focus at Duha IMT 2000 seminar
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Gtel Choirmen Sheikn Abdulioh bin Mohommod bin Sood &) Thanl ¢Mird left), ITU-583 Chakman Jehn Yiesee (vecond rigst), with (from iefl
- Ebranim A Hoddod and Ricaros Poasarisd, ofMcicls frem (MU-B00 D Mossec Morofih. Chief Execstive Otficer. i, ond Eag Manmoud M Szyyvar,
FIFIWMHAD  Directos Telecom Burenu, GCE, af the (U BDT regmnol samingr held of InferContisanial Heois estenday,
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Seminar on telecommunications opens

S1sff Rlepnomer
e

ABOUT 0% of the world's populstion
have access Lo mobile phomes, GCC
Telecom Buresu direcior Mahimeod M
Sayer said yesterday.

Spexking af the cpenmp sessiom of (e
[ernaticma] Telecommunicaticns  Unios
Buresa  for  the  Devebopment of
Telecomamanications (TTU-BDT) regional seos-
nat on “[niermaticaal Mabile
Telecomamunicatbos- 2000 (TMT-20007" al the
EmerComtinerial, he said the penetration leved of
the feld of Elecomeswmcations b mersassd
hecause of the facilities provided by the mobile
se el

While relecommunication penecration in 1991
wis el |, 1l had nsen to ebout 97% last year
die o the expasenion of the ceflular networks, he
saidl,

Earlier, when opetang tue seminer, Jtel cher-
man HE Sheikh Abdulls bin Mohamed bin Sand
- Thani said thar Cref 2z o compasy had weder
gane enormous chinge in lee with Catar's
major developments n techanlogy, education
und indnsiry

“This semninar s an excellen) example of the
ipnt of co-operamon 38 all of = have come
iogether 1 delsale e mode of wechnology in
day's soctery and how globsl solutioss can
help devedopuig coififes,” b siad

Senter [TU-BDT engineer Riccardo Passerm,
ITU ielecommmesscations expert John Visser and
el chief executive Dr Nasser Mamfd were
e those who 'pl.lh.‘ AL the opeming session

Some 100 eelecom and TT cpeciabists from 30
cousmes ane siending the dhree-day semumar
which is hosted by (el

The seasions iedsy e romormens will deal wish
issmen soch as tramdormation fmm the Gumment
mokae yysiem in the new dind penemtion (35
wirekess system as well ay regulatory md lopala-

The participants of the semimar. Aight HE
Marafh, Visser and Sayer.

tiwe issues fior Licencizg toe use of e system

Cred said DAT-2000 is b plobsl standand o
30 wreless communicanans and 5 defined hy &
set of indepesadent [T recommendations:

It provades 4 framework for worldvwide vare
liess aciess by limlong diverse sveems of temes-
trial and satellits based petwirks

The ITU sctivises oo IMT-2000 include imer-
mational standardisabon includang Fréguency
ipectram and technical specificabons for mdio
and network companents, tariffs md billing
wchnical assistance and snadies on repalaon
nd policy sspecis

Shalh Abdula (third lefl] with Passednl,

ITU - BDT REGIONAL

EMINAR ON IMT-2000 N
"OR ARAB REGION

S mT-2000 500

L_aga YT glq'_f.'r.\'
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