RESOLUTION  109  (Marrakesh, 2002)

Review and consolidation of provisions regarding observers
The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunication Union (Marrakesh, 2002),

considering

a)
that the concept of observer at ITU is dealt with in several provisions of the ITU Convention, inter alia, Nos. 1002 of the Annex (definition), 258 to 262A (observers at plenipotentiary conferences), 278 to 280 and 282 (observers at radiocommunication conferences), 297 (observers at radiocommunication assemblies, telecommunication standardization assemblies and telecommunication development conferences) and 60A (observer sent to the Council by a non‑Council Member State), and in No. 76 of the General Rules of conferences, assemblies and meetings of the Union;

b)
that the conditions under which observers are admitted to conferences, assemblies and meetings, and their rights and obligations as regards participation in the work of the conferences, assemblies and meetings are not clearly defined and seem in contradiction;

c)
that the Rules of Procedure of the Council permit all Member States to submit contributions to the Council,
noting

the report of the Council Group of Experts to prepare work on ITU reform for this conference, in particular its comments on Recommendation R29 of the Working Group on ITU Reform,

recognizing

that it would be advisable to study all the provisions relating to observers in order to arrive at a clear understanding of their respective rights and obligations and to consolidate these provisions as appropriate,
noting further

a)
the need expressed by ITU Member States for enhanced transparency;

b)
that some Member States have expressed the need for an enhanced Member State observer role in the Council while taking account of the importance of ensuring accountability of the ITU Council to the Member States of the Union,

taking into account

Recommendation R29 of the Working Group on ITU Reform which recommends, in particular, that Sector Members be given observer status in the meetings of the Council and that the advisory groups should develop criteria for the selection of Sector Member representatives,
resolves

to create a group of Member States, open to all Member States, which could conduct its work by electronic means, to review all the relevant provisions of the basic texts of the Union concerning observers and to prepare a report for consideration by the 2004 session of the Council, including recommendations regarding the status of Sector Member observers to the Council to be implemented by the Council on a provisional basis,
instructs the Council

to examine the recommendations of the Group of Member States referred to in resolves above and to prepare a report to the next plenipotentiary conference, including recommendations, together with draft texts to amend the basic texts of the Union,

further instructs the Council

1
to allow Member States that have the status of observers at the Council to submit contributions in accordance with the Rules of Procedure of the Council and, on a provisional basis, to address the meeting when invited to do so by the Chairman of the Council;

2
to implement, on a provisional basis, the recommendations of the Group of Member States regarding the admission of Sector Members as observers at meetings of the Council, in accordance with conditions established by the Council;
3
to report to the next plenipotentiary conference on the implementation of these provisional measures, including recommendations on any action that may be necessary.
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