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Director, TSB 

MAJOR DECISION REACHED AT WORLD TELECOMMUNICATION STANDARDIZATION 
ASSEMBLY, (MONTREAL, 26 SEPTEMBER - 6 OCTOBER 2000) 

 

 
Delegates at the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly successfully concluded their 
8-day meeting with some major decisions on the future of global standards-setting. After extensive 
debates on how to chart the future of ITU's Telecommunication Standardization Sector, agreement 
was reached on a work programme for the next four years, which will promote interconnectivity 
and interoperability among networks, products and services in a multivendor, multiplatform 
competitive environment. Major decisions were also made to streamline working methods so as to 
further reduce time-to-market delivery of standards needed to meet the fast changing needs of the 
industry and of the market while improving the efficiency of the Sector. 

 
The main highlights of the Assembly related to the activities of ITU-D include: 

• The adoption of new working methods and new tools aimed at remain an active and 
effective international forum where Member States, Sector Members and Associates work 
together to encourage the development of global telecommunications. These include new 
delegation of authority to TSAG, leaner processes including the holding of "virtual" 
meetings by way of electronic means and a new fast-track approval procedure for technical 
standards. Under that new procedure, the adoption of a standard could take as little as 2 
months from the time the text has become mature. 

• The adoption, for the first time, of target accounts rates to be achieved by specified 
deadlines for each country in order to facilitate smooth transition to cost-oriented rates and 
the adoption of a resolution instructing Study Group 3 to publish updated indicative target 
rates calculated on the basis of the latest data.  

• The adoption of a new Recommendation on International Internet Connection which sets out 
the principle according to which there should be bilateral agreement when two providers 
establish a circuit between two countries for the purpose of carrying Internet traffic while 
recognizing the possible need for compensation between them.  
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• The creation of a Special Study Group on IMT-2000 and beyond whose main task will be to 
enhance network inter-operability among existing IMT-2000 systems specified by ITU-T 
and external standards development organizations (SDOs), Partnership Projects (PPs), IETF, 
and relevant external forums and to provide a migration path regarding network aspects and 
mobility from existing IMT-2000 systems towards systems beyond IMT-2000. The Special 
Study Group will operate under a provisional set of working procedures that will be specific 
to the Group, giving it a flexible and dynamic modus operandi better suited to mobile 
market requirements.  

• The adoption of measures aimed at enhancing a greater involvement of developing countries 
in standardization activities (see Resolution 17 and Resolution 26). 

• The adoption of the conditions under which Associates can participate in the work of the 
ITU-T. The creation of this new category by the Plenipotentiary Conference in 1998 aims at 
encouraging greater participation in the work of ITU by smaller companies, institutions, 
organizations and developing countries with highly focused areas of activity. 

• The setting up of 14 Study Groups with their areas of responsibility and the designation of 
their chairmen and vice-chairmen. WTSA also designated the chairman and vice-chairmen 
of TSAG and agreed to limit to approximately eight years (two mandates) the terms of 
office of all chairmen and vice-chairmen. The WTSA confirmed the continuation of the 
Inter-Sector Coordination Group on Satellite matters (ICG-SAT) and of the regional tariffs 
groups. It also proposed the creation of a new regional tariff group for Arab countries. 

A more detailed report on the outcome of the Assembly can be found by accessing our website at: 

http://www.itu.ch/newsroom/press/releases/2000/22.html 
 

 

 


