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	Subject:
	Question 9/2:  Questionnaire concerning additional technical topics

Definition of Question 9/2:  Identify study group Questions in the ITU-T and ITU-R Sectors which are of particular interest to developing countries and systematically, by way of annual progress reports, inform them of the progress of work on the Questions to facilitate their contributions to the work on those Questions as well as, ultimately, to benefit from their outputs in a timely manner


To Administrations of Member States of the ITU
and members of the Development Sector

Dear Sir/Madam,

As you know, the second World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC-98), convened by the ITU in Valetta, Malta in March 1998, assigned Question 9/2 defined above to ITU-D Study Group 2.  One of the main tasks of this study is to identify issues which – due to the unique characteristics of developing countries – require special attention and follow-up through progress reports. 
In the first study period (1995-1998) Study Group 2 retained the following topics, which were called at that time “technical arrays”:

a.
Broadband transmission over existing copper wire loops, which was decided by WTDC-98 to become a new Question 12/2 Examine broadband communications over traditional copper wires on aspects of technologies, systems and applications.  The activities on this Question are progressing normally.

b.
Wireless local loop access.  This topic is handled properly by ITU-R Study Group 8 through its handbooks, which are updated regularly thus responding to the needs of developing countries.

c.
Digital, audio and video broadcasting with related interactivity, which was decided by WTDC-98 to become a new Question 11/2 Examine digital broadcasting technologies and systems, including cost/benefit analyses, assessment of demands on human resources, interoperability of digital systems with existing analogue networks, and methods of migration from analogue to digital technique.  The activities on this Question are progressing normally.

d.
Geostationary, non-geostationary FSS and MSS systems capabilities.  This is still a retained priority for ITU-D Study Group 2, and work on this topic progresses normally.

e.
Frequency Agile Systems.  This is still a retained priority for Study Group 2, and work on this topic progresses normally.

f.
Stratospheric telecommunication service (HAPS): an opportunity to close the information gap.  This is still a retained priority for Study Group 2, and work on this topic progresses normally.

At the meeting of ITU-D Study Group 2 in September 2000 it was decided to circulate a questionnaire to all Member States and Sector Members requesting their views on the following topics identified by the meeting, and which may be of particular interest to them:

1.
All technical matters related to e-commerce.

2.
Matters on IMT-2000 and beyond which are not covered by the ITU-R and ITU-T Sectors.  (A handbook on IMT-2000 and beyond is under preparation by ITU-D, ITU-R and ITU-T, and will be ready by 2002.  Also, a separate circular will be addressed to you to identify your training needs on IMT-2000.)

3.
Any other topic or application you would like ITU-D Study Group 2 to deal with.

The topic of IP Telephony and Internet was not proposed as the forthcoming ITU forum scheduled from 7 to 9 March 2001 will cover this subject.  A possible follow-up by ITU-D Study Group 2 of some output of this forum is expected.

You are requested to send your reply regarding items 1 to 3 above – by e-mail (devsg2@itu.int) or fax - (+41 22 7305484) by 31 March 2001.

Yours faithfully,
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Hamadoun I. Touré

Director

Annex:  Questionnaire

Distribution:

–
Administrations of Member States of ITU

–
ITU-D Sector Members

–
United Nations and its specialized agencies

–
Contact points for ITU-D Study Groups

–
Members of the Rapporteur's Group on Question 9/2

–
ITU distribution list

ITU-D Study Group 2

Question 9/2 Identify study group Questions in the ITU-T and ITU-R Sectors which are of particular interest to developing countries and systematically, by way of annual progress reports, inform them of the progress of work on the Questions to facilitate their contributions to the work on those Questions as well as, ultimately, to benefit from their outputs 
in a timely manner
QUESTIONNAIRE ON ADDITIONAL TECHNICAL TOPICS

	Administration/Organization:


	Address:


	Country:

	Fax:
	e-mail:

	Filled in by:

	Title:
	Date:


Our Administration/Organization is interested in a study on

	1.
All technical matters related to e-commerce
	Yes
	No

	If Yes, please indicate importance for your country:





	2.
Matters on IMT-2000 and beyond which are not covered by the ITU-R and ITU-T Sectors
	Yes
	No

	If Yes, please indicate importance for your country:





	3.
Any other topic or application you would like ITU-D Study Group 2 to deal with
	Yes
	No

	If Yes, please indicate importance for your country:





You are requested to send your reply  – by e-mail (devsg2@itu.int) or fax (+41 22 7305484) - by 31 March 2001.

_________

Place des Nations
Telephone 
+41 22 730 51 11
Telex 421 000 uit ch
Internet:
itumail@itu.ch

CH-1211 Geneva 20
Telefax
Gr3:
+41 22 733 72 56
Telegram ITU GENEVE
X.400 
S=itumail; P=itu

Switzerland

Gr4:
+41 22 730 65 00

A=400net; C=ch

