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Question 9/2: 
Identify study group Questions in the ITU-T and ITU-R Sectors which are of particular interest to developing countries and systematically, by way of annual progress reports, inform them of the progress of work on the Questions to facilitate their contributions to the work on those Questions as well as, ultimately, to benefit from their outputs in a timely manner

STUDY GROUP 2
SOURCE:
TELECOMMUNICATION DEVELOPMENT BUREAU

TITLE:
REPORT OF THE RAPPORTEUR’S GROUP MEETING ON QUESTION 9/2, GENEVA, 11-13 December 2000

_____

1
Introduction

In additional to the ITU focal points and staff, the meeting was attended by four representatives from four different countries (See Annex 1: List of participants).

2
Agenda

The Agenda (Document RGQ9/OJ/2/001) dated 5 October 2000 as proposed by the Rapporteur was accepted (See Annex 2).

3
Results of the meeting

3.1
Adoption of the final report of Question 9/2 for publication.
The Rapporteur presented Document 2/183 which was endorsed by the meeting of Study Group 2 in September 2000 as the base document for the final report on Question 9/2.  Revisions were proposed taking into consideration input from both BR and TSB as well as the results of WTSA-2000 on part 2 of Annex 1, and the input from the Administration of France.  After some discussion on the necessary adjustments, the final draft was approved and forwarded to the BDT Secretariat for publication in English, French and Spanish.  It is to be updated annually prior to publication.

3.2
Finalization of the text of the questionnaire on additional technical arrays.
The meeting agreed on the text of a questionnaire attached as Annex 3, and also agreed to
a.
change the term “technical array” into “technical topic”;

b.
give Member States and Sector Members two months to reply to the questionnaire;

c.
meet again as a Rapporteur’s Group on 16 and 17 May 2001 to analyze the results of the questionnaire and prepare a document for the Study Group 2 meeting in September 2001 for its consideration.

3.3
Proposal of a draft for the revision of Question 9/2.
The meeting agreed on the proposed draft (see Annex 4) to be presented to the meeting of Study Group 2 in September 2001 for its consideration.

3.4
Study the progress as regards the technical arrays (proposed to be called “topics”) retained:
a.
Frequency Agile Systems.  The meeting agreed to the text proposed by Mr. T. Jeacock on behalf of Prof. L. Barclay as a revision to the old report (Document 2/080(Rev.1)), which will be presented to the meeting of Study Group 2 in September 2001 for its adoption.

b.
HAPS.  The meeting agreed that the Associate Rapporteur on HAPS, Mr. H. Kimball, will prepare a draft to the Rapporteur’s Group by the end of January 2001 taking into consideration the development on this issue by the relevant Study Groups as well as by WRC-2000.  The final text of this draft report will be cleared at the next Rapporteur’s Group meeting in May 2001 in order to be presented later to the meeting of the Study Group in September 2001 for its consideration.

c.
GMPCS.  Taking into consideration that the Associate Rapporteur for this issue, Mrs V. Harris, was unable to attend the meeting as a force majeure, the meeting agreed that the tasks which were entrusted to her should continue, i.e. to update Annex 5 on GMPCS of the Final Report on Question 2/1 of the previous study period, taking into account:
- any relevant material of the two input documents to the meeting of Study Group 2 in September 2000
 (Documents 2/200 and 2/201 submitted by Hughes Electronic Corp. (USA) and Panamsat Corp. (USA) respectively);
- the BDT Director’s report on the Opinion 5 Group of Experts on GMPCS, which was adopted by WTDC-98 Document 162.  Particular emphasis needs to be given to the checklist of factors agreed in this report, their usefulness, any need to update them (this to cover proposed modifications, additions, cancellations, etc.); 
- the recently published GMPCS reference book by BDT.
The draft report will be adopted by the Rapporteur’s Group meeting in May 2001 in order to be finalized and circulated to all Member States and Sector Members for comments prior to the Study Group meeting in September 2001.

4
Closure

The Rapporteur declared the meeting closed and thanked the participants, in particular Mrs N. Gospic and Mr. S. Tanaka for the update of part 2, and Mr. T. Jeacock and Dr. K. Hughes for the update of part 1.
Annex 1: List of participants

[ not available electronically ]

	INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATION UNION
	ANNEX 2

	TELECOMMUNICATION
DEVELOPMENT BUREAU

ITU-D STUDY GROUPS
	RGQ9/OJ/2/001-E

5 October 2000

Original: English only

	
Meeting of Rapporteur’s Group on Question 9/2 - Geneva, 11-13 December 2000


[image: image2.wmf]
Question 9/2: 
Identify study group Questions in the ITU-T and ITU-R Sectors which are of particular interest to developing countries and systematically, by way of annual progress reports, inform them of the progress of work on the Questions to facilitate their contributions to the work on those Questions as well as, ultimately, to benefit from their outputs in a timely manner

Draft Agenda of the meeting of the Rapporteur’s Group on Question 9/2,
Geneva, 11-13 December 2000

	
	
	Documents

	1. 
	Opening and approval of Agenda
	

	2. 
	Adoption of the final report of Question 9/2 for publication
	2/183

	3.
	Finalization of the text of the questionnaire on additional technical arrays to be circulated by BDT
	

	4.
	Proposal of a draft for the revision of Question 9/2
	004

	5.
	Study of the progress and work plan as regards the technical arrays retained:  Frequency Agile, GMPCS and HAPS
	

	6.
	Other business
	


________

ANNEX 3

Draft Questionnaire

To Administrations of Member States of the ITU
and members of the Development Sector

Dear Sir/Madam,

As you know, the second World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC-98), convened by the ITU in Valetta, Malta in March 1998, assigned this Question to ITU-D Study Group 2.  One of the main tasks of this study is to identify issues which – due to the unique characteristics of developing countries – require special attention and follow-up through progress reports. 
In the first study period (1995-1998) Study Group 2 retained the following topics, which were called at that time “technical arrays”:

a.
Broadband transmission over existing copper wire loops, which was decided by WTDC-98 to become a new Question 12/2 Examine broadband communications over traditional copper wires on aspects of technologies, systems and applications.  The activities on this Question are progressing normally.

b.
Wireless local loop access.  This topic is handled properly by ITU-R Study Group 8 through its handbooks, which are updated regularly thus responding to the needs of developing countries.

c.
Digital, audio and video broadcasting with related interactivity, which was decided by WTDC-98 to become a new Question 11/2 Examine digital broadcasting technologies and systems, including cost/benefit analyses, assessment of demands on human resources, interoperability of digital systems with existing analogue networks, and methods of migration from analogue to digital technique.  The activities on this Question are progressing normally.

d.
Geostationary, non-geostationary FSS and MSS systems capabilities.  This is still a retained priority for Study Group 2, and work on this topic progresses normally.

e.
Frequency Agile Systems.  This is still a retained priority for Study Group 2, and work on this topic progresses normally.

f.
Stratospheric telecommunication service (HAPS): an opportunity to close the information gap.  This is still a retained priority for Study Group 2, and work on this topic progresses normally.

At the meeting of Study Group 2 in September 2000 it was decided to circulate a questionnaire to all Member States and Sector Members requesting their views on the following topics identified by the meeting, and which may be of particular interest to them:

1.
All technical matters related to e-commerce.

2.
Matters on IMT-2000 and beyond which are not covered by the ITU-R and ITU-T Sectors.  (A handbook on IMT-2000 and beyond is under preparation by ITU-D, ITU-R and ITU-T, and will be ready by 2002.  Also, a separate circular will be addressed to you to identify your training needs on IMT-2000.)

3.
Any other topic or application you would like ITU-D Study Group 2 to deal with.

The topic of IP Telephony and Internet was not proposed as the forthcoming ITU forum scheduled from 7 to 9 March 2001 will cover this subject.  A possible follow-up by ITU-D Study Group 2 of some output of this forum is expected.

You are requested to send your reply regarding items 1 to 3 above – by e-mail (devsg2@itu.int) or fax - (+41 22 7305484) by 31 March 2001.

Yours faithfully,

Hamadoun I. Touré

Director

Annex:  Questionnaire

Distribution:

–
Administrations of Member States of ITU

–
ITU-D Sector Members

–
United Nations and its specialized agencies

–
Contact points for ITU-D Study Groups

–
Members of the Rapporteur's Group on Question 9/2

–
ITU distribution list

ITU-D Study Group 2

Question 9/2 Identify study group Questions in the ITU-T and ITU-R Sectors which are of particular interest to developing countries and systematically, by way of annual progress reports, inform them of the progress of work on the Questions to facilitate their contributions to the work on those Questions as well as, ultimately, to benefit from their outputs 
in a timely manner
QUESTIONNAIRE ON ADDITIONAL TECHNICAL TOPICS

	Administration/Organization:


	Address:


	Country:

	Fax:
	e-mail:

	Filled in by:

	Title:
	Date:


Our Administration/Organization is interested in a study on

	1.
All technical matters related to e-commerce
	Yes
	No

	If Yes, please indicate importance for your country:





	2.
Matters on IMT-2000 and beyond which are not covered by the ITU-R and ITU-T Sectors
	Yes
	No

	If Yes, please indicate importance for your country:





	3.
Any other topic or application you would like ITU-D Study Group 2 to deal with
	Yes
	No

	If Yes, please indicate importance for your country:





You are requested to send your reply  – by e-mail (devsg2@itu.int) or fax (+41 22 7305484) - by 31 March 2001.

_________
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FOR ACTION
Question 9/2: 
Identify study group Questions in the ITU-T and ITU-R Sectors which are of particular interest to developing countries and systematically, by way of annual progress reports, inform them of the progress of work on the Questions to facilitate their contributions to the work on those Questions as well as, ultimately, to benefit from their outputs in a timely manner

STUDY GROUP 2
SOURCE:
RAPPORTEUR'S GROUP ON QUESTION 9/2

TITLE:
REVISED DEFINITION OF QUESTION 9/2

________

Action required: 

Participants are invited to consider the revisions proposed.

Abstract: 

The document contains proposed revisions to the definition of Question 9/2.

_____

Q. 9/2
Identify study topics in the ITU-T and ITU-R  Study Groups which are of particular interest to developing countries and systematically, by way of annual progress reports, inform them of the progress of work on these topics  as well as any resulting recommendations, in order to facilitate the involvement of developing countries in the work and for them to benefit from the  results
1
Statement of problem or situation

The ITU-T and ITU-R Study Groups undertake very many studies of diverse purposes, outputs and focus. Some of these  topics are, or could be, of particular concern to developing countries. Developing countries frequently lack resources to follow the work of even a limited number of Study Groups and are not aware  of those questions agreed for study, their purpose and the status of their implementation. There is no doubt that some developing countries are now in a position to take part in the work of some of the Study Group Questions and nearly all are likely to benefit from the output of these studies.

2
Question or issue proposed for study

Identification on a continuing basis of those Study Group topicsin the ITU-T and ITU-R  which are of particular interest to developing countries based on an agreed set of Guidelines.

3
Specification of the expected output

Annual Progress Reports indicating status of the selected topics and, where completed, an indication of how the outputs can be obtained.

4
Required timing of the expected output

Annually.

5
"Proposers/Sponsors" - Those who requested study of the Question or issue

The question was originally approved by WTDC-94.

6
Input required, in carrying out the study

1)
Examination of all the ITU-T and ITU-R Study Group Questions and Recommendations with a view to selecting those topics of interest to developing countries.

2)
Request for updating information from the ITU-T and ITU-R sectors on the selectedtopics.

3)
Discussion in the relevant ITU-D Study Group.

7
Target audience for the output

a)

	
	Developed Countries
	Developing Countries
	LDCs

	Telecom policy makers
	*
	X
	X

	Telecom regulators
	*
	X
	X

	Telecom operators
	*
	X
	X



*
The Question outputs are specifically targeted to developing countries and LDCs although it is in the interest of telecommunication policy makers in the developed countries to be aware of the interests of developing and least developed countries.

b)
Target audience - Who specifically will use the output

Depending on the nature of the output, upper- to middle-level managers among operators and regulators in developing and least developed countries are the predominant users of the output.
8
Coordination requirements of the study

The ITU-D Study Group dealing with this Question will need to coordinate with:

–
Relevant Focal Points in BDT.

–
Coordinators of relevant project activities in BDT.

–
Regional and Scientific Organizations with mandates over the subject matter of th Question.

9
Other relevant information

As may become apparent within the very long life of this Question.


__________

� Not discussed due to the late submission of the documents
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