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Question 12/2: 
Examine broadband communications over traditional copper wires on aspects of technologies, systems and applications

STUDY GROUP 2
SOURCE:
RAPPORTEUR FOR QUESTION 12/2

TITLE:
REPORT OF THE RAPPORTEUR'S GROUP MEETING ON QUESTION 12/2

________

The meeting of the Rapporteur’s Group on Question 12/2 took place on Tuesday 19 September 2000 from 1630 to 1730 hrs. Mr. Walter WIDL (Ericsson Sweden), new Rapporteur, chaired the meeting. He was assisted by Mrs Fidélia AKPO, ITU-D focal point for this Question.

1.
Relevant documents

· Document 2/OJ/006: Agenda 

· Document 2/082 (Rev.1 and Add.1): Reference book on xDSL 

· Document 2/172: Progress report on Question 12/2 

· Document 2/ 196 : Progress in xDSL standardization

2.
The meeting approved the agenda (Document 2/OJ/006).
3.
Presentation of documents

All the documents were prepared and presented by Mr. Walter WIDL who was congratulated for the work carried out. 

4.
Main issues and future work

After debates on these documents and some future work proposals made by the Rapporteur, the following was agreed: 

· The Reference book on xDSL, Document 2/082(Rev.1 + Add.1) is a good document.

· The Group should collaborate with the Rapporteur’s Group on Question 16/2.

· Further work should focus on updating the reference book on xDSL:

- Chapter 5, evolution of xDSL
- Short introduction of ISDN
- Annex 2, xDSL trials
- Simplified technical descriptions of xDSL technologies

· Additional activities are required for the updating of the reference book on xDSL:

1.
How to use xDSL systems:
- Evaluation of performance based on subscriber loop studies;
- Evaluation of cost, influenced by vendors and policy decisions;
- Evaluation of trials and case studies;
- Preparation of a questionnaire, if appropriate.


2.
How to increase the technical knowledge of the xDSL users:
- ITU Recommendations are difficult to digest; for target staff categories such as
  middle-level engineers, a simplified technical explanation might be required;
- BDT relevant programme should support the work of the Rapporteur’s Group;
- BDT is invited to organize seminars/workshops to increase the awareness on the 
  subject.

·  The Group should decide on the scope of the reference book so that it could be published during this study period. Items which are under progress or might be changed due to the above-mentioned activities will be placed in annexes which can be changed later on.  Further activities should be identified as regards to their continuation of the Question, or its modification. 

·  Mali, Nigeria, Tanzania and USA proposed to contribute to the subjects. Other interested participants were invited to join the team of contributors.  A list of members of the Rapporteur’s Group will be established by the Study Group secretariat.

·  The Rapporteur invited those interested to assist as Co-Rapporteur to inform him. 

·  Meetings are planned to be held by the end of November 2000 (preferably 28-30 November), with the possibility of another meeting in 2001.  A suggestion for the agenda of the meeting in November 2000 is the following:

- Finalizing the xDSL reference book with the exception of the annexes dealing with
  evolution, trials and technical description;

- Collection of information from the delegates regarding:

. How to use xDSL systems

. How to increase the technical knowledge

- Work on the annexes in progress

· A liaison statement to ITU-T requesting information regarding xDSL trials and experiences has been prepared (Document 2/213). 

_____________
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