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The participants are invited to give their comments on the attached report.

Abstract: 

This document reflects the discussions at the meeting of telemedicine experts in January 2001, and the decisions taken.

_____

Introduction

The Rapporteur’s Group for Question 14/2 met in Geneva from 24 to 26 January 2001 under the chairmanship of the Rapporteur, Mr. Leonid Androuchko.  Fifteen participants from Member States, Sector Members and other organizations involved in telemedicine attended the meeting (See Annex 1: List of participants).  The meeting was based on the proposed Agenda, which was adopted (Annex 2).

The Rapporteur gave a brief review of the current status of the work and recalled the main goals of the meeting:

1. prepare the report Telemedicine and developing countries – Lessons learned (Document 2/116(Rev.1) for publication;

2. propose a recommendation on telemedicine to be presented to the next Rapporteur’s Group meeting in September 2001;

3. formulate a proposed new study question on telemedicine for the next study period (2002-2005)

Results of the meeting

1)
Adoption of the report and its publication

The meeting adopted the report with minor editorial changes, and discussed how the publication could be distributed to the right people, and proposed to have it posed on the ITU-D Study Group website.  A hard copy could be sent to all regulators in developing countries with a covering letter asking them kindly to inform their Ministries of Health and to consider telemedicine services as an important component of universal service.

The participants went through the report.  Mr. Kisrawi (Syria) proposed to verify all the dates mentioned in it; Mr. Gueye (Senegal) updated the entry regarding his country; and Mr. Yifru (Ethiopia) requested that the list of partners in the project in his country be updated.  The document will be translated into French and Spanish before publication.

2)
Draft recommendation
It was unanimously agreed to prepare a recommendation on telemedicine for presentation to the next meeting of Study Group 2 in September 2001.  The participants from Ethiopia and Senegal stressed the importance of such a proposed recommendation for their respective administrations because it will help the promotion of telemedicine services in developing countries.  One of the common obstacles for the implementation of telemedicine in developing countries is the lack of information on the subject.  Moreover, many decision-makers in developing countries are not informed on the potential benefits coming from the introduction of telemedicine services in their country.  Mr. Yifru (Ethiopia) highlighted the important role of the national telemedicine coordination committees.  These are generally composed of representatives from the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Communications, the medical university and other organizations interested in telemedicine.  Mrs Dzenowagis (World Health Organization) agreed to coordinate the preparation of the draft recommendation
 after adoption by the meeting.

3)
Formulation of a new study question on telemedicine

The participants agreed that ITU-D Study Group 2 should continue to study telemedicine.  The work carried out so far by both the Study Group and BDT contributed significantly to the understanding of the usefulness of telemedicine in developing countries.  The real need for telemedicine services is in the developing countries.  Its application in developed and developing countries is different for many reasons like density of doctors and other health-care professionals, different telecommunication infrastructures, different resources, etc.  The telemedicine group within the ITU-D Study Groups is unique in that it takes care of the situation in developing countries, and consists of participants from both developing and developed countries.  This group already received the respect from the developing countries, and it would therefore be good under such momentum to continue the study of telemedicine.

The group felt it necessary to widen the study and include a thorough evaluation of the telemedicine projects implemented in developing countries.  It considered it of importance to assist the medical universities in developing countries by providing telemedicine training courses on telecommunication facilities used in telemedicine.  These courses will have to be enriched with the experience gained from telemedicine projects in developing countries.  Today it will be necessary to concentrate the attention on training at different levels, from a hospital nurse to the ministry of health.  The group expressed the wish that WHO would join ITU in the important task of telemedicine training.  The Rapporteur was requested to complete the revision of the question on telemedicine prepared at the meeting.
 

4)
Health InterNetwork and electronic signature for doctors

Mrs Dzenowagis presented the project “Health InterNetwork” led by WHO.  The project aims at improving public health service delivery using Internet technologies to provide access to high-quality, relevant and timely information for public health, and at facilitating better communication and networking among public healthcare workers, researchers and policy-makers.  It also aims at providing training and state-of-the-art information and communication technology applications and tools for meeting country-specific population health needs.  The “Health InterNetwork” will create a public-health portal on the Internet and establish access to sites in developing countries around the world.  The meeting considered this presentation, and proposed that the Rapporteur study the possibility of close cooperation with the project.

Mr. Gerome (AULM S.A.), ITU-D Sector Member, made a short presentation on electronic signature for doctors.  He proposes to use for these purposes the achievement in dermoscience.  His presentation was considered most interesting, and generated many questions.

5)
Update of the telemedicine directory

The Rapporteur presented Document 2/195 on Telemedicine directory.  Mr. Engvall (ITC-Com.3) promised to provide additional information on new telemedicine projects supported by the European Commission.  Mr. Lievens, International Coordinator of the Telemedicine and Telecare Trade Fair to be held in Luxembourg in April 2002, also promised to contribute by providing information on companies making telemedicine systems.  Mr. Lievens was unable to attend the meeting, but confirmed by telephone that he would provide assistance.  The meeting confirmed that the telemedicine directory should be presented in its final form to the ITU-D Study Group 2 meeting in September 2001, and authorized the Rapporteur to complete the draft in time for the meeting. 

6)
Any other business

The participants wondered when the next World Telemedicine Symposium for developing countries would take place.  They unanimously expressed the opinion that without financial support from WHO the next symposium cannot take place.  Mr. Kantchev (BDT) was requested to negotiate this question with WHO and present the results to the Rapporteur’s Group meeting in September 2001.  Participants recommended making use of the many regional and international telemedicine workshops and conferences to promote the introduction of telemedicine in developing countries by offering special sessions on the needs of the developing countries.  The meeting also recommended organizing a workshop on telemedicine for developing countries during the Trade Fair in Luxembourg in 2002 (mentioned under item 5).  This Trade Fair gathers many telemedicine applications under one roof, and participants may wish to attend.

The meeting requested that the Rapporteur prepare a programme of this workshop and present it to the Rapporteur’s Group meeting in September 2001.  Mr. Kantchev was requested to look into the organizational and financial aspect of giving this workshop. 

The Rapporteur thanked the participants for their active contribution to the meeting.
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ANNEX 2

Agenda of the Telemedicine experts meeting on Question 14/2

Wednesday, 24 January 2001 (0930 hrs) – Friday 26 January 2001
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