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FOR INFORMATION
Question 9/2: 
Identify study group Questions in the ITU-T and ITU-R Sectors which are of particular interest to developing countries and systematically, by way of annual progress reports, inform them of the progress of work on the Questions to facilitate their contributions to the work on those Questions as well as, ultimately, to benefit from their outputs in a timely manner

STUDY GROUP 2
SOURCE:
ITU-R STUDY GROUP 8/WORKING PARTY 8B

TITLE:
LIAISON STATEMENT TO ITU-D STUDY GROUP 2 ON HOW – IF POSSIBLE - TO APPLY GMDSS PRINCIPLES FOR A GLOBAL SYSTEM IN DESERT AREAS, SPARSELY POPULATED OR UNINHABITED

________

Abstract: 

This liaison statement is a reply to the one contained in Document 2/128(Rev.1) of 7 October 1999 and informs the reader of the comments made by ITU-R WP8B as regards to this proposal.

_____
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Working Party 8B

liaison statement to ITU-D Study Group 2

Contact: Richard Swanson (USA), E-mail: rswanson@fcc.gov

Working Party 8B received Document 8B/11, a liaison statement from ITU-D Study Group 2, concerning application of GMDSS to Desert Areas, Sparsely Populated and Uninhabited Areas. Study Group 2 invited WP 8B to initiate studies in these areas and to encourage active participation of developing countries in these studies, and to keep SG 2 informed of progress. 

The WP appreciates the importance to developing countries to have better communications in these areas. We will summarize this in our report and invite all administrations to contribute to these studies in WP 8B. WP 8B also noted that it would be particularly advantageous for developing countries to participate in any such studies. WP 8B will provide any information concerning such studies to ITU-D SG 2 as these progress.

In the course of developing studies of how to apply the concepts of the GMDSS to remote land areas the following should be taken into account:

(
necessity for proper routing to an appropriate rescue authority, e.g. police, forestry service, etc.;

(
potential for misuse and for significant numbers of false alerts;

(
need for adequate explanatory material for easy operation of equipment by untrained personnel;

(
need to establish appropriate remote land area "public safety points of contact";

(
need to include the necessary Global Navigation Satellite System accuracy;

(
application of existing mobile satellite systems;

(
advances in technology, including GMPCS capabilities.

Working Party 8B emphasizes that the GMDSS is a maritime system which has unique connections to maritime search and rescue authorities and utilizes unique maritime numbering for each system. The GMDSS has no direct application for remote land areas. However, the concepts are valid and can be used in developing a system for use in remote land areas. Some GMDSS systems also operate outside the GMDSS for land mobile communications, e.g. Inmarsat (Land Mobile Satellite Service) and COSPAS-SARSAT (which has coding schemes appropriate for land mobile use).

Working Party 8B has prepared a liaison statement to WPs 8A and 8D since studies in these working parties relate to disaster communications and mobile satellite systems. These studies may have direct application to studies related to distress communications in remote land areas. Both working parties were invited to contribute information directly to ITU-D SG 2.

__________

______________

Contact point:
Mr. N. Kisrawi, Rapporteur for Question 9/2, Tel. +41 22 7988451/
Fax: +41 22 7889251
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