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FOR ACTION
Question 16/2: 
Preparation of handbooks for developing countries

STUDY GROUP 2
SOURCE:
RAPPORTEUR FOR QUESTION 16/2

TITLE:
ACTIVITY REPORT ON QUESTION 16/2

________

Action required:
The Group is requested to take note of the progress made so far, and to make recommendations on the publication of the Handbook on new technologies and new services, the Handbook on disaster communications, and the Teletraffic Engineering Handbook.

1
Handbook on new technologies and new services

The handbook comprises four fascicles.

Fascicle H.1
"New technologies supporting new networks"

Fascicle H.2
"Telecommunication systems, networks and services"

Fascicle H.3
"Digital IP-based networks and services"

Fascicle H.4
"Radio and television networks and services".

Two editors have been recruited to review all of the contributions for Fascicles 1 and 2 of the handbook.

Another editor has been recruited to review each of the four fascicles of the handbook.

An editors meeting, chaired by Mr Maurice Ghazal, the Rapporteur for Question 16/2, was held on 18, 19 and 20 July 2000 in Geneva, to approve the revisions made by the editors to Fascicles 2 and 3, and to make recommendations to Study Group 2 concerning the publication of the handbook.

It should be possible to distribute Fascicles 1 and 2 in English, Spanish and French during the meeting in September 2000.

The author of Fascicle 3, Mr A. Nehme, should have updated the whole document by the end of July 2000.

If the text expected from the Asia‑Pacific Broadcasting Union (ABU) is not received, Ms Gospic would also have to prepare the introduction to Fascicle 4 for the beginning of August 2000.

If the deadlines are respected, it should be possible to distribute Fascicles 3 and 4 in English, French and Spanish during the meeting in September 2000.

2
Handbook on disaster communications

The first part of the handbook has been forwarded to us by Mr Hans Zimmermann from the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA) in Geneva. If the deadlines are respected, the second part concerning operational aspects of disaster communications should be ready for translation into English, Spanish and French at the end of July 2000.

This means that the handbook will be ready for submission to the study group for approval in September 2000, with a view to publication at the beginning of 2001.

3
Teletraffic Engineering Handbook

This handbook is being prepared by Mr Lars Engvall and his team. It is not yet ready.

4
Case studies on rural telecommunication

In accordance with the recommendation made by Study Group 2 in September 1999, the group consisting of the Rapporteurs for Questions 10/2 and 16/2, Mr Engvall and Mr Konaté from Mali, met to discuss the case studies on China, Mali and Viet Nam prepared during the first study period. It was decided not to include these case studies in the Handbook on new technologies and new services.

At present, the handbook contains a case study on China (new text).

5
Report on BDT handbooks by the Special Group on Human Resources Development

The Special Group met on 18 and 19 January 2000, and analysed the responses to the questionnaire distributed for the evaluation of BDT handbooks. The conclusions drawn were as follows:

•
Handbooks are useful and should continue to be published. They should take the form of a binder covering new-technology topic areas. This will mean that changes can be inserted in the relevant sections without having to revise the whole handbook.

•
New technology information should be posted on the web at the earliest convenience, in the three languages of the Union where possible.

6
Future work programme

This will involve working towards publication of the Handbook on new technologies and new services at the beginning of 2001.

The Handbook on disaster communications might also be published if it is ready for the meeting in September 2000.

The Teletraffic Engineering Handbook will probably be published in 2002 if it is not ready for the meeting in September 2000.

_____________

______________

Contact point:
Mr M.-H. Ghazal, Ministry of Post and Telecommunications, Beirut, Lebanon.
Tel.:
+961 1 392392/+33 1 40689303
Fax:
+961 1 333300/+33 1 45725163
E-mail:
mghazal@intracom.net.lb/ghazal@itu.int
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