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FOR ACTION
Question 10/2: 
Communications for rural and remote areas

STUDY GROUP 2
SOURCE:
BURUNDI

TITLE:
POVERTY AND WAR: OBSTACLES TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS IN RURAL AND REMOTE AREAS

________

Action required: Participants are invited to consider the effects of poverty and war on the development of communications in rural and remote areas.

Abstract: The document deals with poverty and war in the LDCs of the Africa region as obstacles to the development of communications in the rural and remote areas of LDCs, and contains three proposals for ways to overcome such obstacles.

1
Introduction

Poverty and war are rife in some of the countries classified by the United Nations General Assembly as being among the world's least developed (LDCs). On the African continent, examples that could be mentioned are Burundi, Liberia, Sierra Leone, Angola, Sudan and the Democratic Republic of the Congo. The negative impact of these two factors on telecommunication development in rural and remote areas is an alarming phenomenon deserving of some discussion.

2
Effects of poverty

Poverty is a fact of life for the LDCs. The per capita average annual income is as a rule lower than USD 500. The consequences of poverty for rural areas are particularly disturbing. Unhealthy living conditions are the cause of a variety of killer diseases. The infant mortality rate is extremely high: more than 100 per 1 000. Health centres are difficult to reach, forcing people to have recourse to traditional healers. The very low rate of school attendance by children of school age is attributable to the lack of schools and teaching staff. Highway infrastructure is of poor quality or indeed non‑existent. The rural population finds itself obliged to use impractical means of transport and communication; footpaths, carriage of goods on the head or back or by means of domestic animals.

Agriculture is the principal activity in rural areas. The income derived from the sale of agricultural produce is not very high and is used mainly to purchase seeds, fertilizer, agricultural implements and other products of prime necessity. Telephones would be an excellent means of communication and information but are not, unfortunately, a priority for the indigent inhabitants of such remote areas, ranking below the satisfaction of primary necessities such as food, drink, accommodation, clothing, etc. Despite the introduction of radio‑relay techniques which have served to develop rural telephony, telephone terminal costs and call tariffs remain prohibitively high for the poor in rural and remote areas of the LDCs.

3
Effects of war

Besides poverty, war is another obstacle to the development of communications in rural and remote areas of the LDCs. The fighting frequently takes place in these areas, forcing inhabitants to flee the countryside. Some seek shelter with relatives or acquaintances in the towns, while others are grouped together on protected sites where they live in poverty. As the areas they leave behind are deserted, there is no further need for civilian communications. The warring parties have their own means of communication and despoil the civil infrastructure, stealing or vandalizing existing facilities.

Operators invest where peace prevails in order to derive profits from the population of the regions concerned. The greater the number of people in an area, the more they will feel the need to communicate. By driving away the inhabitants and reducing them to poverty and insecurity, war destroys the channels of communications development in rural and remote areas.

4
Conclusions

As has been seen, poverty and war are major obstacles to the development of communications in rural areas of the LDCs. It is also a known fact that these two phenomena can be combated and overcome by:

1)
international cooperation via development assistance;

2)
establishment of universal service funds;

3)
promotion of the policy of peace by means of appropriate training and national reconciliation.

The problems caused by these two factors also concern the international community. It is time for the United Nations specialized agencies, including ITU, the international finance agencies and the developed countries to address the issue and help find practicable solutions to these crisis situations in the LDCs.

__________

______________

Contact point:
Mr Sabin Nikoyagize, Telecommunications Adviser, Ministry of Transport, Posts and Telecommunications, Burundi
Tel.: 
+257 22673
Fax:
+257 226900
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