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________

Action required: The Group is invited to take action on these views.

Abstract: The Document contains the views of the ITU-R Working Party 8A on the contents of the Disaster Communications Handbook.
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Working Party 8A
(Drafting Group 4)

working party 8a VIEWS 
ON THE disaster communications HANDBOOK

1
Introduction

Drafting Group 4 met to discuss input Documents 8A/144 and 8A/135, ITU-D SG 2 liaison statement giving a preliminary outline of the planned Disaster Communications Handbook. Participants were: 

–
Ms Reema HAFEZ (Canada)

–
Ms Michiko FUKAHORI (Japan)

–
Mr Michel-René LEMAITRE (France)

–
Mr Larry PRICE (IARU)

–
Mr Paul RINALDO (United States)

–
Mr Susumu SASAKI (Japan)

–
Mr Esdras Simões Da SILVA (Brazil)

–
Mr Hans Zimmermann (United Nations)

As the next meeting of ITU-D SG 2 will occur after the deadline for completion of the Handbook text, it was not productive to send its views as a liaison statement to SG 2. Instead, the views of WP 8A concerning the outline are documented here and can be taken into account by the Handbook editors.

2
Suggested outline elements

WP 8A concurs that the Handbook should be divided into parts or fascicles directed to two audiences, namely policy officials, and operational and technical personnel. Each part should address the following:

–
the disaster environment;

–
the scope of telecommunications as part of information technologies.

The operational part should include an explanation of how short, medium and long-distance communications can be provided for the services for which WP 8A is responsible, as represented in the following matrix:

	WP 8A services( 
	Land mobile service
	Amateur service
	Amateur-satellite service

	Short range
(0-100 km)
	Within line-of-sight and extended via repeaters
	Within line-of-sight and extended via repeaters
	Not applicable

	Medium range
(100-500 km)


	Using near-vertical-incidence skywave in MF and lower HF bands
	Using near-vertical-incidence skywave in MF and lower HF bands
	Using non-GSO amateur satellites

	Long range
(beyond 500 km)


	Using oblique angle skywave in all available HF bands 
	Using oblique angle skywave in all available HF bands 
	Using non-GSO amateur satellites


This type of matrix may also be of interest to the Handbook authors in addressing the ways in which other services can be utilized. 

3
Additional information

The Drafting Group also was made aware of studies of the provision of a system akin to GMDSS for use on land which might have implications for disaster communications and therefore for the Handbook group within ITU-D SG 2.

___________

� 	This document should be brought to the attention of the contact person listed in Document 8A/135.





______________

Contact point:
Mr. Fabio Leite, ITU-R, Tel: +41 22 7305940, E-mail: fabio.leite@itu.int
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