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Via the preparatory meeting of the joint group on WTDC-98 Resolution 9, the United States seeks clarification with respect to work to be carried out in response to this Resolution.  The United States submits the following questions.


What has happened to the main thrust of Resolution 9, to help developing countries to become involved in the ITU-R?  Given the cost and time that will be required to prepare national, regional and international statements of spectrum use, does the emphasis on production of a report (or reports) on spectrum use fulfill the requirements of Resolution 9 or actually expend resources that could actually be used to increase the involvement of developing countries in the ITU-R?


If the intent is to concentrate on this (or these) reports instead of helping to get developing countries involved in the ITU-R:


Where will the work be done?  Where is the authority for the creation of a joint group, and what are its terms of reference and working methods?  The draft note from the Directors, in line with the Resolution, seems to indicate that the work will be done in the ITU-R SG1 with funding from the BDT for developing countries.  The 5 February 1999 announcement of this preparatory group by the Director of the BDT indicates that the joint group would be established pending approval of the ITU-R SG1.  The establishment of a joint group is not called for in the Resolution and, recognizing the staff requirements for the three sectors and particularly the demanding schedule of ITU-R meetings and WRC preparation, the United States cannot support the development of such reports through a distinct group set up just for this purpose.  Furthermore, any liaison activity should be done by correspondence, not by traveling to Geneva for meetings.


What is the aim of the report (or reports) mentioned in Resolution 9?  Because of the significant level of staff and financial resources required, it is essential that administrations know the goal and the cost of gathering this information.


Is the aim to develop instructional materials on national or regional spectrum planning?  ITU-R SG1 already has a report and potentially a recommendation well underway.  However, it is crucial that input from developing countries be provided to ensure that the result meets the needs of all administrations.  


Is the aim to consolidate the plans of the countries that do the majority of service development, technology research, and manufacturing i.e., the CEPT, the United States and Canada, and Japan, so that developing countries might have sufficient information to make their national decisions?


Or is the aim to facilitate the development of national plans of developing countries and to consolidate these with those of the developed countries so as to form a complete picture of spectrum use?


If the aim is a report (or reports) on spectrum use, how will the scope be determined?  Will it be by the joint working group without consultation with their respective sector study groups?  If a reasonably narrow scope is selected, by a frequency band or service for example, of what value will a single report be?  How many reports will be required and how long will this effort go on?


If country inputs of spectrum plans are desired, how much is it likely to cost each administration?  For example, what were the time and cost associated with each of the Detailed Spectrum Investigations in the CEPT that might be considered examples?


Might resources be better spent and more successful in fulfilling the goals of Resolution 9 by funding developing country representatives attendance to ITU-R meetings?  This would help to ensure that ITU-R recommendations, reports and handbooks on national spectrum management, economic and regulatory aspects, and strategic spectrum planning would better meet the needs of the developing countries.
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