TELECOM AFRICA YOUTH FORUM DECLARATION 

AND PLAN OF ACTION 2004
Having realized the importance of ICTs, the many opportunities offered and the significant economic and social growth since the past four years we, the African youth, believe this growth is not enough. We must collectively exert every effort in promoting and increasing this growth for universal access of ICT' s in Africa .

And as such, we the youth of Africa, through this forum declared: 

1- POLICY AND REGULATIONS

Most African countries suffer from the problem of ICT monopolies. Such policy hinders the development of information and communication technologies, and suffers with the lack of good regulations.

Solution

In view thereof, we strongly support and recommend that each African nation establish an independent national policy and regulation commission to include the government, private sector and civil society. The commission should ensure an open market and competitive opportunities as well as effective and efficient services.

2-EDUCATION:

Education structures are the most important part of ICTs development in Africa. 

African population illiteracy as a bar to using ICTs symbolizes a vast, spreading critical problem.

Solution

· The availability of e-learning in local languages would contribute to the knowledge and development of African young people 

· Create a youth generation able to use ICTs.

· Massive introduction of ICTs in the education.

· Create technical innovation centers at least in one university in each country. Those centers should be managed by professors and companies’ bosses. They have to assist youth projects regardless of whether or not the youth are students or graduated, helping them with technical, managerial and financial aspects for provision of ICT services. These centers should cooperate with the international research laboratories in the developed countries.

3- ACCESSABILITY AND AFFORDABILITY

Most of the people in the African rural areas don’t have access to ICTs and even if where is available, it isn’t affordable. The lack of availability of content in local languages also presents a barrier to internet use. 

Solution 

The ICT industry should be further liberalized to increase competition, which will cut prices down. In reference to ICT access in rural areas, cheaper technologies should be used there. Setting long and short term strategies is a key component for both accessibility and affordability. The private companies should have the opportunity to invest in rural areas along with exploring new national initiatives.  The governments should establish telecenters and cyber cafés in primary schools in rural areas. It is important that these cyber cafes be also opened to the local community in order to increase accessibility.

4-YOUTH RESOURCES:

African Youth have an important role to play in the development and continuing progress in ICTs. However, the problem is that many Africans do not make the best use of their embedded powers of intelligence.

Solution:

We suggest building an African youth body composed of Youth Forum of each African country to advance the progress of ICTs in their respective countries. This youth body would meet on a regular basis to prepare recommendations and proposals for their governments and services providers. It would also establish local and international programs to create awareness of the importance of the developing of ICTs.

Going over all the problems and solutions facing Africa, why don’t we all work to help Africa communicate the importance of achieving universal access to ICTs?              

