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National Assembly, Belgrade, Republic of Serbia, 27-29 April 2009

Results of the Ministerial Round Table on Switchover from Analogue to Digital Terrestrial Television Broadcasting in Central and Eastern Europe

The entire region of Central and Eastern Europe is currently in the process of switchover from analogue to digital broadcasting. In cooperation with the International Telecommunication Union, the Ministry of Telecommunications and Information Society of the Republic of Serbia hosted Sub-Regional Seminar and the Ministerial Round Table on Switchover from Analogue to Digital Terrestrial Television Broadcasting in Central and Eastern Europe, in Belgrade, Republic of Serbia, from 27 to 29 April 2009. The Ministerial Round Table was organized in order to better understand the complexity of analogue to digital switchover process and to define the roadmap towards the forthcoming analogue Switch-off in the region of Central and Eastern Europe. This event, gathered respective administrations in this field to exchange experiences and best practices covering legal, technical and economic aspects of the analogue to digital switchover process.

The participants of the Ministerial Round Table: 

“Noting that the document Geneva 2006 (GE-06) Agreement (ITU RRC06) was adopted at the Regional Radiocommunication Conference of the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) held in June 2006 in Geneva, Switzerland, to regulate frequency usage in the VHF/UHF bands for digital radio and television services (T-DAB and DVB-T) in Europe”, 

“Considering the Communication COM (2005) 204 from the Commission to the Council, the European Parliament, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions on accelerating the transition from analogue to digital broadcasting by the European Union, European Commission expects that by the beginning of 2010 the switchover process should be well advanced in the EU as a whole and proposes that the beginning of 2012 is to be set as a deadline for completing analogue switch-off in all EU Member States”,

“Considering also that the states of the Central and Eastern Europe region are either European Union member states or its neighboring countries”, 

“Bearing in mind the progressive development and modernization of digital radio and television technology on a daily bases”, 

agreed to invite respective Governments to:

“try to accelerate the switchover process in Central and Eastern Europe in order to complete the process by 2012”,

“adopt new technologies and standards for digital radio and television, especially for digital data compression and for the broadcasting of digital terrestrial radio and television”,

“continue the work on harmonization of radio-frequency spectrum in the region of Central and Eastern Europe”.

International Telecommunication Union expects this meeting to foster bilateral and multilateral cooperation in the field of telecommunications and trusts that the conduct of the switchover from analogue to digital broadcasting of radio and television programmes will be successful in the entire Central and Eastern European region.

