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Launched in May 2010 

 

 

 

• In response to UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s call for 
more concerted efforts by the UN system to help achieve 
the MDGs 

• Created by ITU in partnership with UNESCO 

• Co-chairs: H.E. President Paul Kagame of Rwanda and Mr. 
Carlos Helú Slim of Mexico 

• Co-vice-chairs: Hamadoun Touré, Secretary-General of ITU, 
& Irina Bokova, Director-General of UNESCO 
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Who, what, why? 

 

 

 

• Who: a high-powered community of 60 Commissioners 
including CEOs and industry leaders, senior policy-makers, 
Government representatives, thought leaders and 
international organizations, foremost in their fields 

• What: Advocacy for the importance of broadband for 
accelerating progress towards meeting the MDGs 

• Why: In the 21st century, broadband is today vital national 
infrastructure, just like roads, water or electricity.  
Transformational change is needed to achieve MDGs 
– the kind of change broadband can deliver. 
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Broadband is 
important not just for 
homes and small 
business, but also for 
health centres and 
schools. 
  

- Carlos Slim Helú 
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Everyone – wherever 
they live and whatever 
their means – needs 
equitable and affordable 
access to broadband. 

 
 

- Hamadoun Touré   
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Broadband on the International Agenda 

 

 

 

• Lobbying & Advocacy: Commissioners are very active in 
lobbying to boost broadband up the international agenda 
through an active communications campaign. 

• Thought Leadership: A number of reports, best practices, 
country case studies, MDG case studies, research, targets, 
data and statistics are now available via our online portal, 
‘Universe of Broadband’, and our social media channels. 

• Two full face-to-face Commission meetings each year, at 
which Commissioners debate and shape the agenda for the 
impending work programme, accompanied by regular calls. 

Achievements to date 





 



We are seeing some results… 

 

 

 

• Widespread recognition of the importance of broadband for 
boosting economic growth, employment & productivity. 

• Equally, growing recognition that developing countries need 
broadband and ‘digital inclusion for all’ to participate in 
today’s online digital economy.  For example, broadband is 
specifically mentioned in the most recent draft of the 
outcomes of Rio+20. 

• ICT infrastructure may be comparatively limited in 
developing countries, but conversely the needs are greatest. 

• National policy leadership can play a key role in ensuring 
public and private sectors work together most effectively. 

Achievements to date 
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First, Some Statistics – Broadband 
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Speed of Connectivity 
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Countries with % of Connections >5 Mbps shown in pale blue – source: Akamai 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Mobile Opportunity 
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African Mobile Network Coverage 1995-2005 
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Not just about equipment – apps matter too! 
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Social Web Coming into Play 
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Source: Twitter, cited at Maproom: http://www.maproomblog.com/2011/06/twitter-

mapping_the_japanese_earthquake.php; 

http://www.maproomblog.com/2011/06/twitter-mapping_the_japanese_earthquake.php
http://www.maproomblog.com/2011/06/twitter-mapping_the_japanese_earthquake.php
http://www.maproomblog.com/2011/06/twitter-mapping_the_japanese_earthquake.php
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Measurable targets for 2015 

• Four ambitious but achievable targets for making broadband 
policy universal and for boosting affordability and broadband 
uptake to ensure the benefits of broadband (in mHealth,  
m-payments & m-learning) are made available to all. 

• Progress will be measured / analyzed annually 

• First reporting will be made in September 2012 in the 
Broadband Commission Annual Report, to coincide with UN 
General Assembly and Broadband Commission meeting in 
New York 

Broadband Commission targets 
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Target 1: Making broadband policy universal 

• By 2015, all countries should have a national broadband 
plan or strategy or include broadband in Universal Access / 
Service Definitions 
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Target 2: Making broadband affordable 

• By 2015, entry-level broadband services should be made 
affordable in developing countries (amounting to <5% of 
average monthly income)  
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Target 3: Connecting homes to broadband 

• By 2015, 40% of households in developing countries should 
have Internet access  
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Target 4: Getting people online 

• By 2015, Internet user penetration should reach 60% 
worldwide, 50% in developing countries and 15% in LDCs  

 

Broadband Commission targets 
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Working Towards 2015 

 

 

 

• The Commission will continue to play a strong advocacy role 
at the highest level to promote the importance of broadband 
to achieve the MDGs 

• Broadband is a vital enabler to accelerate progress towards 
the MDGs & other internationally agreed development goals 

• From the targets, we can see that we still have a long way to 
go yet to ensure broadband can effectively underpin 
education and health initiatives where they are needed 

• Broadband should become a top priority for decision-makers. 
It also needs to be included in the global development agenda 
post-2015. 
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www.broadbandcommission.org 

facebook.com/broadbandcommission 

 

Thank you for your attention 

 

Phillippa.biggs@itu.int 

www.twitter.com/phillippabiggs  

 

http://www.broadbandcommission.org
http://www.broadbandcommission.org
http://www.broadbandcommission.org
http://www.twitter.com/phillippabiggs


 

 

 

 

 

 

Pilotitis – the biggest disease in mHealth 

E-health and m-health 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Global adoption of mHealth 

E-health and m-health 

Source: WHO, http://www.who.int/goe/publications/goe_mhealth_web.pdf 


