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Policies and 
initiatives for 

achievingdiffusion 
of wireless 

broadband in rural
and remoteareas
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uBangladesh Overview

Population:144.2M

(Estimated for 08-09) 

Area:144K sq. KM 
(1,020 person/sq 

km)

Population under 
poverty level: 

25.1%

Per Capita Income: 
USD 690

Literacy rate: 49% Rural Urban 
Ratio:73:27 (2008)

Inflation:5.2% 
(Novõ09)

GDP Growth Rate: 
5.9%  (2008-09)
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uTelecommunication Marketð

uCompetition : Intense, more operators

uCall charges : Declining, perhaps lowest in the world

uCustomer service : Improving, QoS Guidelines

uGeographic coverage : Expanding, 98% Population Coverage

uNew value-added services : Improving, new players are in place

All these indications suggest a healthy &

robust Telecommunication industry with promising 

growth in the area of technology, services and 

consumersô choices

uB A N G L A D E S H 
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uTelecom Sector Liberalizationð

2006

2007

ÁILDTS Policy 

ÁInterim tariff 
regulation

ÁReframing of spectrum

ÁNumbering plan

ÁAmendment of lic . 
regulation

ÁMTR revisions

Á4 PSTN Licenses

ÁIT Act

ÁBroadband policy

2008

Á2 WiMaxLicenses

Á3 ICX, 4 IGW, 2 IIG licenses

Á>300 Call Centre/HCC/HCCSP Licenses

ÁInfrastructure  Sharing Guideline 

2009

ÁIP Phone Licensing

ÁICT Policy

ÁVTS License

ÁReview ILTDS Policy

ÁSub Marine Cable 
Framework

ÁULR consultancy

ÁReview NFAP 

Ám-payments Guideline 

Á2 NTTN Licensee 

National 
Telecom 
Policy 1989

1998

1996

2005

2001

2002

2004

ÁSE-ME-WE-4 contract

ÁGSM License no. 4

Á8 PSTN licenses 

ÅBTRC 
formed

ÅICT Policy 

Bangladesh 
Telecom Act

CDMA

license

3 GSM 
licenses

ÁGSM license 
no. 5

Á7 PSTN 
licenses 

4 Landmarks for Wireless Revolution
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Market Scenario

Feb 2010

PSTN 
Penetration 

1% 

ÅPSTN 
Subscriber  
1.72 Million

Mobile 
penetration 

36%

ÅMobile 
Subscriber  

54.15 Million

Telecom 
Penetration 

37%

ÅTotal Telecom 
Subscriber 

55.87M

8% Fixed 
Internet 

User

4.6 Million 
Mobile 
Internet 

User (92%)

5 Million 
data users

Internet 
penetration 

4%  

Voice Data

High potential for future growth

Itõs an opportunity!
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uSource : ITU

Tariff Scenario

Bangladesh
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uWireless Operators;

Wireless Broadband  Providers, IEEE 802.16  and  soon to be 3G

06 Mobile Operators 
aŀǊƪŜǘ {ƘŀǊŜ ό9h 5ŜŎ Ωлфύ

44%

18%

26%

4%2%6%

WiMAXOperators
(02 Operational)

Augere 
Banglade

sh 
Limited

Banglalio
n

Commun
ications 

Ltd

BTCL 
(Prospec

tive)

4th

Operator
(Prospec

tive)


