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Distinguished Participants and Speakers,

Ladies and Gentlemen,
Good morning

It is a great honour for me to represent Her Excellency Second Lieutenant Ranongruk Suwunchwee, the Minister of Information and Communication Technology who cannot be present at this significant Forum due to urgent official engagement. On behalf of the Ministry of Information and Communication Technology of Thailand, I welcome you all to Bangkok and to this Asia-Pacific Regional Forum on Mainstreaming ICT Accessibility for Persons with Disabilities. 

I am pleased to be at this opening and I am grateful to the organizers and partners in this Forum, especially the International Telecommunication Union or ITU and the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific or UNESCAP for choosing Bangkok as a venue of the Forum and giving the Ministry of Information and Communication Technology of Thailand an opportunity to host this important event.

As this Forum aims at promoting the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, it is important to note that the Convention is a significant step for all of humanity since its main purpose is to “promote, protect and ensure the full and equal enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms by all persons with disabilities, and to promote respect for their inherent dignity.”
Statistically, the World Health Organization estimated that around 650 million people worldwide or 10% of the world population live with some kinds of disabilities. In Thailand, the number of persons with disabilities has risen from 0.5% of the population in 1974 to 1.7% in 2002. The most recent survey done by the National Statistical Office in 2007 shows that around 1.9 million Thai people or about 2.9% of the whole population are persons with disabilities.
Distinguished Participants,

I would like to bring to your attention that the Government of Thailand has recognized the importance of the convention and the increasing number of persons with disabilities. On 29th July 2008, the Government has ratified the Convention and we abide by the Convention to review and adopt legislative and regulatory measures to enable every citizen to access to the fundamental rights including the right to access information.

It is not a coincidence that this meeting is taking place in Bangkok, but rather our intention to make the Forum a very opportune moment to help raise awareness of accessibility issues, to exchange views and experiences with all of you, and to gain knowledge of the toolkit for policy makers which is developed by ITU and G3ict.
At present, the Ministry of Information and Communication Technology has completely formulated the Second National ICT Master Plan (2009-2013) with the vision to drive the country towards Smart Thailand through ICT. “Smart Thailand” refers to a society that develops and uses ICT in a smart manner and adheres to the principles of the sufficiency economy philosophy. People at all levels of society should be information literate. This leads to benefits for themselves and society as a whole. National ICT should be managed with good governance in order to support the development of a knowledge and innovation-based society and sustainable and stable economy.

The fifth Strategy of the Development Strategy in the Second National ICT Master Plan has also emphasized the developing of ICT learning for the minorities, the disables and the elderly. The Ministry of Information and Communication Technology has ongoing projects, which aim to provide basic ICT services and to facilitate the access to information and technologies for persons with different abilities. For instance,   the Ministry has established ICT Learning Centers nationwide which include assistive technologies such as Braille printers and digital talking books amounting to forty Centers up to now. Another example is the study project on the adaptation of “Closed Caption” to allow persons with hearing disabilities   to access to television programming by displaying the audio portion of a television program as text on the television screen.
To conclude my remarks, ladies and gentlemen, I would like to stress the importance of cooperation and partnership among governments, the private sector, civil society, the United Nations, the International Telecommunication Union and other international organizations. Since the building of an information society with a human dimension calls for cooperation and partnership among all stakeholders, all of us have a key responsibility and major role to push forwards our efforts and to ensure our goal to bridge the digital divide among all. I am sure the useful deliberations over the next three days would provide us with concrete recommendations to move forward to building an information society for all.
Once again, on behalf of the Government of Thailand, I welcome you to Thailand and wish you a very pleasant stay.

I now declare the Forum open. 

