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Her Excellency Second Lieutenant Ranongruk Suwunchwee, the Minister of Information and Communication Technology, Government of Kingdom of Thailand,
Professor Prasit Prapinmongkolkarn, Commissioner of the National Telecommunications Commission of Thailand,
Mr. Shigeru Mochida, Deputy Executive Secretary of UN ESCAP,
His Excellency, Ambassador, Swashpawan Singh,
His Excellency, Ambassador, Luis Gallegos,
Distinguished delegates, participants, ladies and gentlemen,
Good morning !
It is my great honour and pleasure to welcome you all to this ITU-ESCAP Joint Forum today.
First of all, on behalf of the International Telecommunication Union as well as on my behalf, I would like to express our sincere gratitude to the Royal Government of Thailand, the Ministry of Information and Communication Technology (MICT) in particular, for the kind host and support to this important Forum in Bangkok, Thailand. We also deeply appreciate numerous partners and sponsors from the UN agencies, governments, regulators, industry to NGOs. Our gratitude is further extended to the National Telecommunication Commission (NTC) of Thailand, the Australian Government, the Global Initiative for Inclusive ICTs, the National Electronics and Computer Technology Center (NECTEC) of Thailand, and DTAC for making this Forum possible with a wide range of activities, partnerships, sponsorships and events during the period. Moreover, our appreciation goes to the UNESCAP and its team for the kind support for venue and the close cooperation with our team in ITU for many months, if not years.

As you may be aware, the theme of last year’s World Telecommunication and Information Society Day was on “Connecting Persons with Disabilities: ICT Opportunities for All”. The year in 2008 and onwards, hence, we – ITU – have been implementing various initiatives and activities on accessibility for persons with disabilities at global and Asia-Pacific regional levels. For instance, Telecommunication Standardization Sector (ITU-T) established a new group to coordinate standardization activities on accessibility and human factors issues. It is called as the Joint Coordination Activity on Accessibility and Human Factors (JCA-AHF), which is open to all experts working in the field, in order to improve access to the ICT services and applications by persons with various disabilities. In addition, ITU took the initiative to establish the Dynamic Coalition on Accessibility and Disabilities, which met at the first time during the 3rd Internet Governance Forum in Hyderabad, in December 2008.
In 2008, Telecommunication Development Sector (ITU-D) also organized together with G3ict a joint Forum on how ICTs can help to meet the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, which is the first human right treaty of the 21st century. I am sure that this would benefit around 650 million peoples worldwide living with disabilities including over 60 million in China, 16 million in India, 7 million in Japan, 4 million in Vietnam
 and over 1.9 million in Thailand. The number is increasing every year due to such factors as war, destruction, unhealthy living conditions, or the absence of knowledge about disability, its causes, prevention and treatment, in addition to the aging societies especially in the developed economies like Australia, Japan, Republic of Korea and so on.

ITU-D and G3ict further agreed to develop “e-Accessibility Policy Toolkit for Persons with Disabilities”, which is an online toolkit to serve not only as a global electronic repository of policies and strategies but also as a platform for sharing experiences on the best practices on ICT accessibility. As for implementing the Cooperation Agreement between ITU-D and G3ict, many experts from a number of institutions have initiated to develop the contents of toolkit. Indeed, it was a collaborative approach bringing together a number of stakeholders including representatives from some governments, NGOs, standards development organizations, industry, academia and international development agencies for the common goal. 

I am very glad that some authors of the toolkit are here with us and will share their experiences and knowledge at this Forum. I am sure that you will join me welcoming Mr. Axel Leblois, Dr. Cynthia Waddell and Ms. Susan Schorr. As you can note from the program, the last day of this Forum will be dedicated for discussing and learning about the toolkit in particular.

Ladies and gentlemen,
Before I conclude, please let me share with you about a project, which ITU has been implementing for some years with various partners. For instance, the project was aimed at providing children and people with disabilities in Sri Lanka, as a case, with ICT facilities and accessibility through ICT centres at the selected schools and/or multi-purpose community telecentres in remote villages. 
As part of the project, we organised a workshop in Bangkok last week for the very team from Sri Lanka, who have also joined at this Forum. If I may draw your attention, the project in fact has been implemented in close collaboration with various institutions and organizations including the NECTEC from Thailand, the University of Colombo School of Computing, the University of Peradeniya, the Sri Lanka Council for the Blind, and the Telecommunications Regulatory Commission of Sri Lanka. I hope that this project can be further extended in other countries with your support and partnership.
Indeed, this project has well demonstrated not only the importance of partnership and collaboration but also the better effects of efforts by all involved to achieve together the targets of Millennium Development Goals (MDG) and the Plan of Actions adopted at the World Summit on Information Society (WSIS): i.e., “ICT for all … regardless of ages, gender ….. and persons with disabilities.”
Having emphasized the importance of partnership – public-private partnership (PPP) in particular, I am pleased to share with you all interested in one of ITU projects, which will be focused on the ICT accessibility and affordability for the PwD in the years to come through raising the awareness and momentum from this particular Forum. Thus, I do welcome your active partnerships and any suggestions that you may have for strengthening and enhancing our efforts in this particular areas of ICT accessibility and affordability for PwD.
While thanking all involved and welcoming you all at the Gala Dinner tonight, last but not the least, I wish every success of the Forum.

Thank you very much for your kind attention, participation and, most of all, partnership !
� The detailed table for the estimate number of PwD can be available at Rights of Persons with Disabilities in the Asia-Pacific: � HYPERLINK "http://www.hurights.or.jp/asia-pacific/055/02.html" ��http://www.hurights.or.jp/asia-pacific/055/02.html�
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