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Your Excellency, Ms. Ranongruk Suwunchwee, Minister for Information and Communication Technology, Royal Thai Government
Your Excellency, Professor Prasit Prapinmongkolkarn, Commissioner, National Telecommunications Commission of Thailand (NTC)
Excellencies,

Distinguished Participants,

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

On behalf of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), I am very pleased to welcome you to the UNCC for the Asia-Pacific Regional Forum on Mainstreaming ICT Accessibility for Persons with Disabilities.
 

At the outset, I would like to express my deep appreciation to the Royal Thai Government for hosting this very important Regional Forum.  It has been a pleasure and privilege for ESCAP to co-organize this Regional Forum with the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific.  Moreover, I would like to extend my deep appreciation to all the government bodies and organizations supporting this Forum, including the Ministry of Science and Technology, Thailand; the Department of Broadband, Communications and the Digital Economy (DBCDE), the Government of Australia; the Global Initiative for Inclusive ICTs (G3ict); the National Telecommunications Commission of Thailand (NTC); the National Electronics and Computer Technology Center (NECTEC), Thailand and DTAC.
 

Furthermore, I would like to express my thanks to all participants and resource persons whom we are counting on to make this Forum meaningful and successful.

Excellencies,

Distinguished participants

Ladies and Gentlemen,



Information and communication technology (ICT) has long provided an added opportunity to promote economic and social development of the global community and will continue to do so in the future.  We have seen that ICT often means better prospects for work, information or social relations for individuals.  ICT also helps realize major advances in social services such as healthcare and education.  It is a major contributor to productivity growth, and it opens up many business opportunities.  This trend will be increasingly evident in the globalised information society.  This scenario is confirmed by the growth of Internet-based services such as e-government, Internet banking and shopping, and online education, which tend to make ICT accessibility the necessary prerequisite to daily lives and achievements.
 
 
This huge change in our daily lives, individual opportunities and the global economy led by ICT development, however, does not necessary provide opportunities.  Rather it can present yet another challenge for persons who cannot access ICT.  These include persons with disabilities, elderly persons and other vulnerable people.  Providing accessibility to ICT for them, therefore constitutes a challenge that needs to be tackled in order to achieve inclusive development.
 
 
The global community has been endeavouring to meet this challenge. Two meetings of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS), were held in Geneva in 2003 and in Tunis in 2005, where world leaders adopted the “Geneva Declaration of Principles” and the “Tunis Commitment”, and committed their countries to building people-centered, inclusive and development-oriented information societies.  These summits also clearly emphasized that, in order to build inclusive information societies, national e-strategies should address the special needs of marginalized and vulnerable groups of society, especially persons with disabilities and older persons.  The summits also reconfirmed the importance of building ICT capacity for all, so that everyone can participate in and benefit from the knowledge economy and the promotion of e-employment.
 
 
An additional mandate for inclusive ICT development comes from the recognition of the human rights of persons with disabilities.  The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), which was adopted in 2006 and entered into force on 3 May 2008, requires that persons with disabilities enjoy all human rights and fundamental freedoms on an equal basis with others. Among these rights, the Convention pays special attention to the importance of accessibility, including access to information and communications technology and systems, and freedom of access to information.  According to the Convention, States parties are mandated to take appropriate measures to ensure that persons with disabilities have access to information and communication, as well as to physical environments and to transportation.
Excellencies,

Distinguished participants

Ladies and Gentlemen,

 
 
In the Asian and Pacific region there are about 400 million persons with disabilities, or about two-thirds of the persons with disabilities in the world.  Moreover, the number of persons with disabilities has been increasing in the region, due to such factors as the ageing of societies, natural disasters, poor infrastructure and traffic and industrial accidents. 
 

Against this background, ESCAP has been working to enhance ICT accessibility for persons with disabilities.  In the Biwako Millennium Framework (BMF), which is the main policy guideline on disability in Asia and the Pacific, and Biwako plus Five, which specifies advanced follow-up strategies for further efforts towards an inclusive, barrier-free and rights-based society for persons with disability, ESCAP Members and Associate Members have designated ICT accessibility as one of the seven priority areas and they have been endeavouring to enhance ICT accessibility for persons with disabilities.  Among other activities, ESCAP has organized regional workshops on the enhancement of ICT accessibility for persons with disabilities both last year and this year.
 

I have no doubt that this forum will make major contributions to efforts to promote social inclusion of persons with disabilities in the Asian and Pacific region.  The “Toolkit for Policymakers”, which is a practical online reference concerning ICT accessibility for policymakers, and the “Digital Accessibility Index”, which is a self-evaluation programme on ICT accessibility, will help countries develop strategies and policies for the social inclusion of persons with disabilities. 
Excellencies,

Distinguished Participants,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

 
 
I would like to conclude my statement by expressing my best wishes for your efforts to realize our shared aspiration for an inclusive, barrier-free and rights-based society, a society in which all people with diverse abilities can fully enjoy the fruits of development on an equal basis. 
 

I wish you very successful deliberations in the Forum. 
 

Thank you. 
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