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Distinguished representatives,

Ladies and gentlemen, 



As the Asia-Pacific Regional Forum on Mainstreaming ICT Accessibility for Persons with Disabilities comes to its conclusion, on behalf of ESCAP, I would like to express my sincere appreciation for your hard work, participation and cooperation during these three days of the Forum. Without your active participation and contribution, this Forum could not have been the success that it is.  



Over the past three days, through the presentations and discussions on ICT accessibility for persons with disabilities, we have highlighted the international mandates such as the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) and Biwako Millennium Framework (BMF). We have also addressed the needs of persons with disabilities for ICT accessibility and have learned that the benefits of ICT accessibility for persons with disabilities are not limited only to them but extended to all the groups of society. Furthermore we have examined various policy measures such as regulations, standardization, and public procurement and have reaffirmed the importance of awareness-raising. I have been impressed by the close cooperation among all stakeholders, including disabled persons organizations (DPOs), the private and public sectors ( including different government ministries), academia, and international organizations.


During the Forum, we reaffirmed that many things should be done to implement the CRPD and to achieve inclusive development in the ICT area. We identified various kinds of regulatory, technical and governance issues to implement ICT accessibility for persons with disabilities, many in collaboration with the  private sector. The meeting has importantly  moved the ICT agenda into seeking solutions for  issues which we recognize as important and complex.  
            These include the issue of affordability of “accessible ICT” in which you had actively sought solutions  to the cost issue such as subsidies, universalization and free provision,  as well as building upon the existing technologies already available to assist ageing societies  such as mobile phones with large fonts  ( which I personally appreciate).  

          You have also looked for solutions to the availability issue such as tackling copyright protection laws, reducing urban-rural  disparity in infrastructure, economic status and cultural differences.  You have also looked for answers to the issues of transferability, including using localized technology. 
          I am pleased to note that we are now accelerating the process of collecting data on the availability of accessibility , and this meeting has certainly provided an opportunity to facilitate this process. We also exchanged information on good practices and experiences acquired during the implementation process in various national environments and  I expect that further development will be made on the basis of the good practices and experiences that we have shared. 
 I would like to draw special attention to the principle that all endeavors to enhance ICT accessibility for persons with disability should be based on the voice of the disabled from the very beginning. As we are very well aware, and many speakers underscored during the Forum, the benefits are not limited to the disabled but extend to all groups of society. This principle will pave the way to tackling another daunting challenge  -  the graying or  ageing of the global community for which the area of accessibility, including ICT accessibility for fast growing numbers of older persons will be crucial. 
Cooperation and collaboration among all the stakeholders is the most important strategy in mainstreaming ICT accessibility for persons with disabilities as shown in the process of forging a consensus on the CRPD. As Senator Monthian mentioned on the first day of this Forum, the ICT accessibility area of the Biwako Millennium Framework (BMF)  finally led to the clear insertion of ICT accessibility into the CRPD as a human right for the first time in the history of human rights, only with cooperation and collaboration of all stakeholders. From this point of view, this Forum which brought together the stakeholders from disabled persons organizations (DPOs) and the private companies to the highest level of regulators and academia, as well as from the international level and national level is a remarkable springboard for further action. We at ESCAP will do our share of the work to enhance ICT accessibility for persons with disabilities through our normative role in Asia and Pacific region.  The meeting has also offered an opportunity for United Nations organizations and agencies to exchange information with one another ‘s work on disability and to identify areas of possible future collaboration. 
Excellencies,

Distinguished participants,

Ladies and gentlemen,

Again, I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to all of you for your contributions to the successful conduct of this Forum. I also would like to extend my deep appreciation to the Royal Thai Government for hosting this Forum and to the ITU Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific for the excellent work. Moreover, my special thanks are given to all the government bodies and organizations supporting this Forum, including the Ministry of Science and Technology, Thailand; the Department of Broadband, Communications and the Digital Economy (DBCDE), the Government of Australia; the Global Initiative for Inclusive ICTs (G3ict); the National Telecommunications Commission of Thailand (NTC); the National Electronics and Computer Technology Center (NECTEC), Thailand and DTAC.
And, I would like to express appreciation to all the participants who served as chairpersons, rapporteur, and resource persons. 
I wish all of you a safe journey home
Thank you.  
**************
